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Preface  

Th i s  o u t l i n e  i s  prepared a s  a p re l iminary  s t e p  t o  compiling .I 

r e f e r e n c e  grammar of t h e  Newari language.  I t s  main purpose i s  t o  g e t  t h e  
f a c t s  of t h e  language s t r a i g h t .  I t  i s  by no means a  complete o r  f i n a l  
s t a t ement .  A s  ongoing r e s e a r c h e s  on d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s  of Newari phonology, 
morphology, and s y n t a x  come up wi th  meaningful  r e s u l t s  we hope t o  integrate 
them i n  t h e  working o u t l i n e  of a  r e f e r e n c e  grammar. 

Much of t h e  r e s e a r c h  i n t e g r a t e d  i n  t h i s  o u t l i n e  a r e  t h e  achievementu 
of s e v e r a l  s c h o l a r s  o t h e r  than  myself .  T have l i s t e d  my s o u r c e s  i n  t h e  
b ib l iography .  However, I would p a r t i c u l a r l y  l.ike t o  mention t h e  fo l lowing  on 
whose r e s e a r c h  and a n a l y s e s  t h i s  o u t l i n e  i s  l a r g e l y  based:  

Thakur La1 Manandhnr , Puspa Ratna Sagar , I swarananda 
Shres thaca rya ,  Lamapati Raj Sharma, Te j Ratna Kansakar, 
and S i s i r  Kumar S t h a p i t  among Newar s c h o l a r s ;  

Aust in  Hale,  Margr i t  Hale, Rernhard Kijlver, and Ulrilre 
KSlver among f o re ipn  s c h o l a r s .  

The f i r s t  d r a f t  of t h i s  o u t l i n e  was prepared dur ing  my term a s  
V i s i t i n g  Scho la r  i n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of C a l i f o r n i a ,  Berkeley.  P r o f e s s o r  James 
A. l l a t i s o f f  encouraged and a s s i s t e d  me i n  many ways i n  completing t h i s  
o u t l i n e .  H i s  c o n s t a n t  suppor t  and s t i m u l u s  have been my mains tay whi le  I saw 
t h e  p r o j e c t  through i n  f o u r  months. My v i s i t  t o  Berkeley and t h i s  work would 
not  have been p o s s i b l e  w i t h o u t  t h e  e f f o r t s  of Thomas Kelly o r  t h e  U.S. 
Education Foundation i n  Kathmandu. I am g r a t e f u l  t o  t h e  Council  f o r  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Exchange of S c h o l a r s ,  \.lashington f o r  suppor t ing  t h e  p r o j e c t  
under t h e  F u l b r i g h t  Programme. 

For w e l l  over  t h r e e  y e a r s  t h e  d r a f t  had remained unat tended.  1 have 
been under i n v i s i b l e  p r e s s u r e  from P r o f e s s o r  Mat isoff  t o  p u b l i s h  t h e  o u t l i n e ,  
o f t e n  bewildered by some of h i s  s t u d e n t s  who landed up i n  Kathmandu wi th  a  
n e a t l y  bound xeroxed copy of t h e  d r a f t  o u t l i n e ,  e v i d e n t l y  no longer  an  
i n a c c e s s i b l e  c u r i o .  

Among o t h e r s ,  D r  Aust in  E. Hale was kind enough t o  read t h e  d r a f t  and 
w r i t e  m e  a  52-page long l e t t e r ,  s tudded w i t h  i n c i s i v e  comments, c r i t i c i s m ,  and 
sugges t ions .  Although I have no t  been a b l e  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  a l l  h i s  s u g g e s t i o n s  
I have p r o f i t e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  from h i s  me t icu lous  comments i n  r e v i s i n g  t h c  
e a r l i e r  d r a f t  . 

The l a s t  s c h o l a r  t o  conf ron t  m e  w i t h  a  xeroxed copy of t h e  working 
ou t  l i n e  was D r  Yasuhiko Nagano, of t h e  N a t i o n a l  Kuseum of Ethnology,  Osaka, 
Japan.  Resolving a l l  my i n e r t i a  and a g o n i e s  he o f f e r e d  t h e  s e r v i c e s  of a  
midwife t o  s e e  t h i s  monograph through t h e  p r e s s .  

I am most g r a t e f u l  t o  P r o f e s s o r  Hajime Kitamura of t h e  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  
t h c  Study of Languages and C u l t u r e s  of Asia and A f r i c a ,  Tokyo U n i v e r s i t y  of 
Foreign S t u d i e s  f o r  k i n d l y  a c c e p t i n g  my work f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  Monumenta 
S e r i n d i c a .  

Tribhuvan U n i v e r s i t y  
K i r t  i p u r  
NEPAL Kamal P.  Malla 

November 20, 1984 
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CHAPTER 1 

PHONOLOGY 





1.1 The lnventory of Newari Phonemes 

The Newari language (Kathmandu dialect) has the following contrastive 
segments : 

1.1.1 Consonants 

Bilabial Apico-Alveolar Palatal Dorso-Velar Glottal 

Stop 

Affricate 

Yrica tive 

Nasal 

Liquid 

Flap 

1.1.2 Glides 

W 

1.1.3 Vowels 

Simple 

Front Mid Back 

High i U . 
e a o 

Low a' 

1.1.4 Vowel Length and Nasalization 

Y 

Complex 

Newari vowels contrast for length [ : I  and for nasalization [-I. 



1 . 2  - Cont ras t  

1 . 2 . 1  Stops  

axe ;  wing; f e a t h e r :  c u t  it!; dry  i t !  
p i g ;  sp1i . t  i t ;  t a k e  i t !  
f l o o d  
p r i c e  
b r i d g e  
b e a t  t h e  drum; k n i t  t h e  wool! 
h i t  ! 
t e l l !  
t h r e a d ;  t a k e  i t!  
ch icken ;  hang i t !  
shawl 
hang i t  (on t h e  body)! 

1 . 2 . 2  A f f r i c a t e s  - 
/ c /  / c ~ /  mud; n i g h t ;  c u t  i t  ( t o  p i e c e s ) !  
/ ch /  /chZ/ o f f e r  i t  ( t o  God)! 
/j/ / j 5 : /  h e i g h t  
/jh/ / jhZ: /  t ime u n i t ;  bush;  a s t r e t c h  of work 

1 . 2 . 3  F r i c a t i v e s  - 
Is/  /55/ COW 

/ h /  / h a /  bee;  steam; shout!  

1 . 2 . 4  Nasals  

/ m /  /mane/ t o  b o i l  
/mh/ /mhane/ t o  dream 
/ n /  /nZe:/ b u t c h e r  
/nh/  Inhiie: / nose  

1 . 2 . 5  Liquid  

111 /15:/ s a l i v a  
/ l h /  / lhE: /  hand 

1 . 2 . 6  Flap 

/ r /  /r5/ - k a r a ,  - kad5, ha rd  
/ r h /  / rhZ/  bZrhZ, confinement 

1 . 2 . 7  G l i d e s  

1 . 2 . 7 . 1  S y l l a b l e - I n i t i a l  

/wG/ come 
/y6 do i t !  
/wZe : / ( I )  w i l l  throw away; on t h e  t e e t h  
ly8e : l (I)  w i l l  do 



1 . 2 . 7 . 2  S y l l a b l e  Medial 

/pya : / i s  wet 
l p w a :  / stomach 
/tyH: / g i r t h  
/ t w i :  / b i l l ;  ch in ;  l o c a l i t y  
I sya / k i l l  it! 
/ s w a /  j o i n  i t !  

1.2.8 Vowels 

b r o t h ;  l i q u i d  ' 
reed  
mole; i n  t h e  b r o t h  
from t h e  b r o t h ;  b r a s s  po t  

keba,  garden - 
p u l s e s  
k e : t u l a ,  t o  become s l a n t e d  
i n  t h e  p u l s e s  
w i l l  b a r t e r  
e q u i v a l e n t  t o  t h e  v a l u e  of 

kaeke,  t o  throw 
b e l l  me ta l ;  a l l o y  

son;  (I) w i l l  t a k e  
lump of e a r t h ;  a  q u a n t i f i e r  f o r  r o l l s  of t h r e a d  

t h r e a d ;  t a k e  i t  
t a k e s  ( h a b i t u a l )  ; long trumpet 
b l i n d  man 
(He) w i l l  t a k e  
k a u l e ,  c a u l i f l o w e r  
H i  mine, t o  f e e l  worr ied -- 

exclamat ion,  e x p r e s s i v e  of s u r p r i s e  a s  w e l l  a s  
h e l p l e s s n e s s  
t e l l  
sediment;  r e s i d u e  
t h o r n  
pimple 
b lacksmi th  

younger i n  age  
crow 
r i c e  powder used f o r  t o i l e t  

load  
smoke 
spade 
corner  
i n  t h e  load  
s t a t i o n a r y  k i t c h e n  b l a d e  



1.3 Variation 

1 .3 .1  Most Newari segments, as they occur in differing environn~ents, vary in 
phonetic shape. These variations are sub-phonemic, and they do not 
entail contrast and change in meaning. Such variations can be deter- 
mined by taking note of the particular environment where they occur. 

1.3 .2  Stops 

/p/ [PI Voiceless unaspirated bilabial stop 

Variations: 
a. With labiodental affrication, before /u/ and 

/w/ 
e.g., pu, seed 

b. With fricative release, before /u/ and /w/ 
e.g., pj, stomach 

voiceless unaspirated apico-alveolar stop 

Variations: 
a. Fronted, before /i/ and /a/ 
b. Retracted, before /u/ 

e.g., ti, liquid; - tu, sugarcane 

voiceless unaspirated dorso-velar stop 

Variations: 
a. Fronted, before /i/ 
b. Retracted, before /u/ 

e.g., c, insect; - ku:, spade 

voiced unaspirated bilabial stop 

Variations: 
a. With labio-dental affrication, before /u /  

e.g., E, field 

voiced apico-alveolar unaspirated stop 

Variations: 
a. Fronted, before /i/ 
b. Retracted, before /u/ 

e.g., K, to be (respect); &, to be 

voiced dorso-velar unaspirated stop 

Variations: 
a. Fronted, before /i/ 
b. Retracted, before 11-11 

e.g., gi:, rotten; H, marble 



/ t h /  [th! 

1.3.3 A f f r i c a t e s  - 
/ c /  [ts-l 

voice lee^ a sp i r a t ed  b i l a b i a l  n top 

V a r i a t i o n s :  
e .  With a s p i r a t e d  f r i c s t l v e  releafie, b e f o r e  lui 

e . ~ . .  saphu:, book 

v o i c e l e s c  a e p l r a t ~ d  a y i c o - a l v e o l a r  e tog  

V a r i a t i o n s :  
a .  F ron ted ,  b e f o r e  / i /  
b. R e t r a c t e d ,  b e f o r e  /u/  

e . g . ,  E, gem; t&, bundle  

v o i c e l e s s  a + . p i r a t e d  d o r m - v e l a r  s t o p  

V a r i a t i o n s :  
a .  Fronted,  b e f o r e  /i/ 
I-. R e t r a c t e d ,  b e f o r e  /u/ 

e .g . ,  kh ipa : ,  rope;  k h u s i ,  r i v e r  

voiced b i l a b i a l  b rea thy  :;top 

V a r i a t i o n s :  
a .  With l ab io -den ta l  a f f r i c a t i o n ,  b e f o r e  back 

vowels i u /  and / o /  
e . g . ,  bhor ,  widespread 

voiced ap lco-a lveo la r  b r e a t h y  :;top 

V a r i a t i o n s :  
a .  F ron ted ,  b e f o r e  l i l  
b. R e t r a c t e d ,  b e f o r e  /u /  
c .  Flapped,  a s  a v a r i a n t  of / r h /  

e.g. ,  dhi : ,  c l o d ,  lump; dhu:, d u s t ;  t a : d h i ,  --- 
t a l l  

vo iced  dorso-velar  b r e a t h y  s t o p  

V a r i a t i o n s :  
a .  Fronted,  b e f o r e  / a /  

c.g . ,  gha:, p i t c h e r  

v o i c e l e s s  ap ico-a lveo la r  a f f r i c a t e  

V a r i a t i o n s :  
a .  Grooved, before /i/ and /u/; some grooving is 

p o s s i b l e  f o r  / c /  i n  a l l  environments 
e .6 . .  c, s a l t ;  cu ,  t o  l e a n  - 



F r i c a t i v e s  - 

/ s /  Is3 

voiced a p i c o - a l v e o l a r  a f f r i c a t e  

V a r i a t i o n :  
a .  Grooved, b e f o r e  /i/ and / u /  

e . g . ,  s, 1; jula, (has )  happened 

v o i c e l e s s  a s p i r a t e d  a p i c o - a l v e o l a r  a f f r i c a t e  

V a r i a t i o n :  
a .  With p a l a t a l i z a t i o n ,  b e f o r e  / y /  

e . g . ,  c h y a l a ,  ( i s )  pu t  t o  u s e  

voiced a p i c o - a l v e o l a r  a f f r i c a t e  

V a r i a t i o n :  
a .  Grooved, b e f o r e  / i /  and / u /  

e . g . ,  j h i : ,  we; jhumi ,  gnome 

v o i c e l e s s  a l v e o l a r  F r i c a t i v e  

V a r i a t i o n :  
a .  Grooved, b e f o r e  /i/ and /u/ 

e . g . ,  s i t u ,  g r a s s ,  suka ,  t h r e a d  

v o i c e l e s s  g l o t t a l  f r i c a t i v e  

V a r i a t i o n s :  
a .  Voiced,  w o r d - i n i t i a l l y  
b. F ron ted ,  b e f o r e  / i/ 

e.g . ,  h i r a ,  diamond; -- h i : ,  a s a f o e t i d a  

Nasa l s  -- 

Liquid  

/ I /  [I1 

voiced a l v e o l a r  n a s a l  

V a r i a t i o n :  
a .  Ve la r ,  b e f o r e  v e l a r  s t o p s  

e . g . ,  p y e h k i ,  k i c k  ( i t ) ;  a ,  c h i l d ' s  
so l id - food- tak ing  ceremony 

vo iced  a l v e o l a r  l i q u i d  

V a r i a t i o n s :  
a .  F ron ted ,  b e f o r e  / i /  
b.  R e t r a c t e d ,  b e f o r e  / u /  
c .  Dark v a r i a n t  

e . g . ,  I&, b r a s s ;  16 ,  go ld ;  s a : l ,  f e r t i l i z e r  - 



voiced a l v e o l a r  f l a p  

V a r i a t i o n s :  
a .  R e t r a c t e d ,  b e f o r e  / u /  
b. Fronted.  b e f o r e  and a f t e r  / i /  

e . g . ,  m r u .  i s  n o t ;  i t  Reason; s l rpB.  
p r i z e  

1.3.8 A l l  s t o p s .  l i q u i d s  and n a s a l s  i n  Newari can t a k e  on p a l i ~ t a l  o r  l a b i a l  
secondary a r t i c u l a t i o n  f e a t u r e s .  Suc l~  v a r i a t i o n s  a r e  n o t .  t h e r e f o r e ,  
d e s c r i b e d  and i l l u s t r a t e d  he re .  

1.4 Vowels 

1.4.1 Mewari h a s  e i g h t  primary vowel qualities. In tcrms of t h e i r  ;+ r t i cu -  
l a t o r y  f e a t u r e s  they can be r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  f o l l o u s :  

Lip  Tongue 
P o s i t i o n  Height 

Unrounded Unroundcd koundrd 

Front  C e n t r a l  Rack 

Close High [ i l  /i/ [u;  / u /  

Half-  Higher- 
c l o s e  mid [el / e l  

Mean 
mid 

Malf- 
open 

Lower 
mid 

Higher- 
low 

[=:'I /Ze: / 

Open Low Cal /a /  

1.4.2  With t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of low f r o n t  vowels,  [c:J and [a?:!, which have no 
s h o r t  c o u n t e r p a r t s ,  a l l  t h e  s imple  vowels can be s h o r t  o r  long.  

1.4.3 Apart from t h e s e  s imple  vowels,  t h e r e  a r e  7 complex vowel sequences.  
In  t h e s e  sequences  t h e  second member of t h e  c l u s t e r  i s  e i t h e r  a h igh 
f r o n t  vowel /I/  o r  a  h igh  back vowel /u / .  The complex vowel sequences 
a r e :  



Nevari Vowels and Their Variants 

I 

Figure 1. Variants of Nevari long vovels 

Figure 2. Variants of Nevari short vovels 

[~dapted from Fsiedmann et al, 19831 

Key t o  t h e  Symbols 

P h o n e t i c a l l y ,  t h e  symbols used f o r  vowels a r e  t h o s e  of  t h e  Card ina l  
Vowel System t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  fo l lowing  d i a c r i t i c s :  C T  1 tongue p o s i t i o n  
lowered from t h a t  of t h e  C a r d i n a l  Vowel symbol which p recedes  t h e  d i a c r i t i c ,  
['I tongue p o s i t i o n  r a i s e d .  [-1 tongue p o s i t i o n  r e t r a c t e d ,  [ +  1 tongue p o s i t i o n  
advanced ( f r o n t e d ) ,  ["I n a s a l i z a t i o n .  C e r t a i n  ' f l o a t i n g '  symbols have been 
used: [a ]  t o  r e p r e s e n t  a mid c e n t r a l  q u a l i t y ,  [a1 t o  r e p r e s e n t  a  low f r o n t  
q u a l i t y ,  and Lo]. The use  of  [ a A ]  and [ '1 t o  r e p r e s e n t  low back vowels wi th  
l a b i a l  involvement i s  perhaps  q u e s t i o n a  t l e .  But t h e  l a b i a l  involvement is  
s l i g h t ,  sometimes on ly  a  p u r s i n g  o f  t h e  lower l i p ,  and i n  t h e  c a s e  of [$'I a t  
t imes  t o t a l l y  a b s e n t .  



1.4.4 Among these vowel clusters. the sequence /ui/ ie a loan pattern. 

1.4.5 All Newari vowels, simple or complex, can be oral or naeal. 

1.4.6 There is no systematic contraet between the eimple vowel /o/  and the 
labial glide /w/ + / a / ,  /we/. 

1.4.7 The difference between the front vovels /el and /ae:/ is not of 
length; it is a difference of tongue height. The /e:/ is nwhere near 
or as low as 1ae:l. 

1.4.8 The long low front vowels, /ae: /' and lie: /, occur only in open 
syllables, mainly in morpheme-final poeition. They resulted from the 
loss of the morpheme-final fricative -s - and affricates -5 and -1. 

1.4.9 The low front vowel /ae: / is also more open than /el nor has it any 
palatalizing influence. It is more coaunon in native words than simple 
/el or /e:/. 

1.5 Variations in Vowels 

1.51 "Newari vowels display marked individualistic tendenciee." (Friedman 
et al., 1983: 37). The vowel chart graphically represents these 
tendencies. 

1.5.2 The front high vowel /i/ and the front lov vowel /ae: / are the most 
stable of the Newari vowels. 

1.5.3 The short mid-central vowel /a/ has the most complex range of 
variants, ranging between the mid-central to low back variety, 
depending upon 1) the features of the preceding or follwing 
consonants, and 2) the quality of the following vowels. The long 
counterpart of this v w e l  has, however, a much more restricted range 
of variants. 

1.5.4 The front low open vowel /i/ has two identifiable variants, a raised 
and front variant [aA] and a low variant, ranging from low front [a] 
to low central [:I. The raised and fronted variant occurs in etrong 
non-word-final syllables following / y / ,  e.g., ya-na, tyIta, nyita. 

1.5.5 The high back vowel /u/ also exhibits a considerable range of 
variation involving various degrees of fronting. 

1.5.6 The mid-front vowel /el has often a non-contrastive palatal on-glide. 
and the mid back vowel /o/ is introduced by a non-contrastive labial 
glide. 



1.6 Glides 

From the point of view of the manner of articulation, glides are 
similar to vowels. But unlike the vowels, the glides are charac- 
terized by movement from one vocalic position to another. 

In certain morphophonemic conditions /y/ and /w/ may he regarded as  
phonetic variants of /i/ and /u/. 

The palatal glide /y/ cannot precede high front vowel /i/; the labial 
glide /w/ cannot precede high back vowel /u/. Thus sequences such as 
*yi or *wu are not permissible in Newari. 

From the point of view of syllable structure, however, /y/ and Iw/ 
cannot be used to represent both glides and vowels. (cf. Hale and 
Hale 1969, Hale 1970a, 1970b and 1970c) 

The glides /y/ and /w/ occur only after consonants. Syllable medial 
glides are natural pattern in native words. The flap medial is a loan 
pattern. 

Glides can cluster with any consonant irrespective of whether it is a 
stop, affricate, fricative, liquid or nasal. There is no constraint 
on the sequence of initial consonant followed by a medial glide. 

h%ile a stop-glide or liquid-glide cluster is permissible, a glide 
cannot be followed by a liquid within any given syllable. So no 
sequences such as *yl or *wl is permissible in Newari. 

A glide cannot follow a glide or flap, and /i/ and /u/ do not follow 
/ y /  and /w/ respectively. So sequence such as the following are not 
permissible: 

Glides participate as non-contrastive assimilatory features as well as 
contrastive medial segments in CC-cluster. 

Glides that occur word-initially or syllable-initially (e.g., wo-ye, 
yS-ye) have phonemic status and they do not arise from phonetic 
assimilations. 

In strong or stressed syllables beginning with C (not G), assimilatory 
processes of labialization and palatalization take place. 

Palatalization occurs in syllables with initial consonants which 
occupy 'strong' positions within a word (i.e., word-initial or the 
initial syllable of a word compound), with front vowels /el or /i/ as 
a nucleus. 

Labialization occurs in syllables with initial consonants which occupy 
'strong' positions within a word where the syllable nucleus is either 
of the back vowels /u/ or 101. 



Yala t e l i za t i on  

nene t o  aek 
t i y e  t o  wear 
s a t i  near  

dona i s  mirtnken 
bhutu: k i tchen  
saphu : book 

1.7.1 G l o t t a l  f r i c a t i v e  /h /  can occupy only t he  i n i t i a l  p o s i t i o n  wi th in  a 
s y l l a b l e ,  and i t  cannot occur a s  a member of a CC-cluster. 

1.7.2 Glides  do not  occur word- o r  s y l l a b l e - f i n a l l y .  

1.7.3 Consonants i n  general  and voiced a s p i r a t e d  consonants,  ( /bh / ,  /dh/ ,  
/ j h / ,  and /gtr/) ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  do not  occur s y l l a b l e  medial ly ,  nor 
does t h e  voiced a l v e o l a r  a top / d l .  

1.7.4 Consonants do not  occur word-finally.  

1.7.5 Except i n  loan words, CCC sequences do not  occur i n i t i a l l y  o r  f i n a l l y .  

1.7.6 Consonants o t h e r  than a s p i r a t e d  onee form geminates. 

1.7.7 Thcre a r e  no CC-clusters a t  t h e  beginning of a s y l l a b l e  involving true 
consonants (such a s  / p l / ,  / k l / ,  /sl/, /sk/, / s t / ) .  

1.7.8 Any vowel can fol low t h e  i n i t i a l  consonant. 

1.7.9 The low f r o n t  vowels /ae: /  and lie:/  a r e  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h e  
morpheme-final pos i t i ons .  They do not  occur between two coneonants. 

1.7.10 A l l  complex vowels can p o t e n t i a l l y  occur i n  s y l l a b l e - f i n a l  o r  
word-final p o s i t i o n s  a s  s y l l a b i c  nuc l e i .  

1.7.11 The v e l a r  n a s a l  L Q ' J  occurs  only where a nasa l  /n/  has  a s s imi l a t ed  t o  
t he  fol lowing v e l a r  s t op  /k/ o r  /g / ,  a s  i n  puwohka, d e t a i l e d .  The 
v e l a r  n a s a l  can occur i n  s y l l a b l e  i n i t i a l  pos i t i on  i n  Bhaktapur 
d i a l e c t .  

1.7.12 Word-ini t ia l ly  t he  breathy and a s p i r a t e d  consonants p a t t e r n  unambigu- 
ously a s  u n i t  phonemes. They have l imi t ed  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n t e r -  
v o c a l i c a l l y ,  nor  have they been found t o  occur i n  f i n a l  pos i t i ons .  
Only /kh/ ,  / t h / ,  and /ph/ a r e  found i n  some loans.  

1.7.13 The non- l a t e r a l s  /r/ and / r h /  a r e  given marginal s t a t u s  because they 
have been found t o  f l u c t u a t e  f r e e l y  v i t h  / d l  and /dh/ ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  
i n t e r v o c a l i c  pos i t i ons .  Word-ini t ia l ly  t h e r e  is no / r h / .  I n  loan 
words / r /  may fol low a v a r i e t y  of i n i t i a l  consonants. 

1.7.14 The vowel sequence / u i /  has  been observed e i t h e r  i n  loan words o r  i n  
nominal o r  ve rba l  i n f l e c t i o n s ,  e .g . ,  bJi, i n  t he  f i e l d ,  - bu i ,  w i l l  be 
born. 



1.8 S y l l a b l e  S t r u c t u r e  

1.8.1 The c o n s t i t u e n t  s t r u c t u r e  of b a s i c  s y l l a b l e s  i n  n a t i v e  hewari  words 
may b e  formulated a s  

where t h e  i n i t i a l  CC-cluster  i s  o p t i o n a l  and t h i s  i s  followed by a 
vowel n u c l e u s ,  g i v i n g  u s  an  open s y l l a b l e .  In  t h i s  s y l l a b l e  shape the 
o n s e t  i s  f i l l e d  by a  s i n g l e  consonant ;  t h e  g l i d e  -- i f  p r e s e n t  -- i s  
t h e  on ly  segment t h a t  can c l u s t e r  w i t h  t h e  i n i t i a l  consonant .  The 
nuc leus  can be  a  s imple  o r  complex vowel,  long  o r  s h o r t ,  o r a l  o r  
n a s a l .  

1.8.2 The VV c l u s t e r  can be  i n t e r p r e t e d  i n  t h r e e  ways: 

a .  c l u s t e r s  which a r e  d i s y l l a b i c  i n  s t r u c t u r e  bu t  reduced t o  a  s i r lg le  
long vowel i n  normal speech ,  e . g . ,  t h a e ,  t o  s a v e  t h a c :  -- 

b. d i s y l l a b i c  c l u s t e r s  which remain d i s y l l a b i c  i n  normal speech ,  e . g . ,  
d u . i ,  two d u i .  - 

c .  a  h igh  vowel /i/ o r  / u / ,  i s  conver ted  i n t o  a g l i d e  under c e r t a i n  
morphological  c o n d i t i o n s ,  e . g . ,  

bii bCi > bwi 
( f i e l d )  ( i n  t h e  f i e l d )  

1 .8 .3  The f a v o u r i t e  s y l l a b l e  p a t t e r n s  i n  n a t i v e  Newari words a r e  t h u s :  

C V ,  C V V ,  o r  CCV, and minor p a t t e r n s  such a s  VC o r  V .  

1 .8 .4  Although s y l l a b l e  p a t t e r n s  such a s  CVC and CCVC f r e q u e n t l y  o c c u r ,  they 
can be  t r e a t e d  a s  l o a n  p a t t e r n s ,  e . g . ,  b i : k h ,  p o i s o n ,  E, c h a i r ,  
khor ,  cage ,  e t c . ,  o r  a s  a  r e s u l t  o r  r a p i d  speech ,  e . g . ,  bham.cZ f o r  
bhaumaca, b r i d e ;  c i r  .mg f o r  c i r i m g ,  step-mother.  

1 . 8 . 5  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  o b t a i n  CVC s y l l a b l e s  i n  morphological  c a s e  frames 
and p h o n o e s t h e t i c  words,  e . g . ,  

Nominative Case Loca t ive  Case 
Upright  Form Oblique Form 

l a k g  l a k .  mae 

P h o n e s t h e t i c  words: s u l l a  
s w a t t a  
twakka 
s i r r a  

. 6 The f o l l o w i n g  a r e  t h e  p o s s i b l e  s y l l a b l e  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  Newari: 

I n i t i a l  V I n i t i a l C  I n i t i a l C C  
a .  V CV CCV 
b.  VC CV C CCVV 
C .  vv cvv CCVC 



1.8.7 Cont ras t  and V a r i a t i o n  i n  Syllable S t r u c t u r e  

V-pattern: &: now 
i : mango 
i c i  s i c k l a  
UYe t o  bark 

CVV-pn t t e r n  : 

CCVC-pat t e r n  : 

appdc b r i c k  
u l  ta  o p p o s i t e  

ii i. 1n.3 d worn n 
6G dysen te ry  
ael;  wf ne - 
aepii t i l e  

j I 
j i p s  : we. u s  
j H r i c e  
j&: 1 igh t 
j aj 11 king 

c ir& step--mnther 
bharnc5 L r i d e  
t irnl,? m ~ o n  

ka i pimp3 e 
kau blacksmith  
k5e son. ( I  vill) t akc  
E e  : b e l l  m e t a l ;  a l l o y  

gwii: b e t e l  l e a f  
gyii : a f r a i d  
j hyZ : wi~dclw 
1yZ : eccoilnt s 

l h e i  wi.11  c a r r y  
lwh i will f i g h t  
chiii w i l l  burn  

ny 5kka w i t h  f o r c e  
jhwiitta suddenlv 
thussa  wi thou t  nof s e  

1.8.8 - Consonant P a t t e r n s  i n  S y l l a b l e s  

The a s t e r i s k  [*]in a consonant deno tes  t h a t  it  j s  not permi t t ed  i n  t h e  
language i n  a g iven  environment.  



S y l l a b l e  I n i t i a l  Consonants 

Voice less  Voiced 
I lnaspira ted  Asp i ra ted  Voiced Breathy 

S y l l i ~ b l e  Piedial G l i d e s  

L a b i a l  C l i d e  P a l a t a l  G l i d e  F lap  

S y l l a b l e  F i n a l  Consonants 

V o i c e l e s s  Voiced 
Unasp i ra ted  A s p i r a t e d  Voiced Breathy 

k kt) 8 
c ch* j 
t t h  d  

Y FJh b  
S 

m 
I1 

r 
1 

gh* 
j h *  
dh* 
bh* 

Ilk* 

mh* 
nh* 
rh* 
l h *  

1.8.8.1 Breathy consonants  a r e  i n i t i a l l y  v o i c e l e s s  and end a s  v o i c e d ,  though 
t h e  o n s e t  of v o i c i n g  may be  de layed .  T h i s  v o i c e  i s  b r e a t h y  o r  murmur 
v o i c e .  I t  c o n t i n u e s  throughout  t h e  whole s y l l a b l e .  

1 .8 .8 .2  I h e  b r e a t h j n i l s s  f e a t u r e  of t h e  s y l l a b l e  depends upon t h e  c h o i c e  of t h e  
s y l l a b l e - i n i t i a l  consonant .  

1 . 6 . 6 . 3  J u s t  a s  a n a s a l i z e d  vowel t e n d s  t o  n s s a l i z e  t h e  whole s y l l a b l e ,  an 
i n i t i a l  b r e a t h y  consonant t e n d s  t o  make t h e  whole s y l l a b l e  b r e a t h y .  

1.9 A s s i m i l a t i o n  -. 

1 .9 .1  The f e a t u r e s  of o Mewari vowel may b e  superimposed on a consonant .  A 
consona l~ t  can t a k e  on a secondary n ~ o d i f i c a t i o n  from t h e  fo l lowing  
vowel. Such p r o c e s s e s  commonly i n v o l v e  p a l a t a l i z a t i o n  ( t h e  f r o n t  of  
the  toncue i s  r a i s e d  toward t h e  hard  p a l a t e )  and l a b i a l i - z a t i o n  ( l i p  
rounding) .  While consonants  are p a l a t a l i z e d  b e f o r e  f r o n t  vowels ,  they  
a r e  l a b i a l j z e d  b e f o r e  t h e  rounded back vowels i n  s y l l a b l e - F i n a l  



posltlon~. This is, however, restricted eo GLrong syllr~t?les v i  th in  6 

word. 

1.9.2 A atop or a oaual foll.owed by another stop vill, agree in voicing 
within a morpheme, and noL between morpl~emee. I f  t l ~ c  f irttt consclnant 
is voiced the second coltsonant ir; voiced ton. 

1.9.3 P ~ s t  syllable-final nasuls before consonants are hornorganic, i.e.,  he 

nasal and the following consonant have the aarsr place cf articulation. 
This does not, however, apply across morpheme or wort1 boundaries. 

1.9.4 Syllable-initial /h/ and aspirated voiced consonarts condition brearh- 
ines~ in the following vowel. 

1 . 9 . 5  If any vowel. in the sylli~ble is nasoljzed, the vbc~le syllatle i~ 
nasalized. 

1.9.6 Monosyllabic vowel clusters in slow speech are rcalized s!: single 
vowels in normal speech. Thus /ae/ and /5e/  art: monophthon~ized to 
[ c :  'I and [ a?: 'I in normal speech. 

1.9.7 High vouels /i/ and /u/ preceding another df-ffcrent v ~ w t l J  triggers 
glide reduction, e.g., bi-u. give, becomes ~JU, -- 511-i, (will be) tclril, 
becomes gwi. 

1.9 .8  In closed syllables, high vowels arc more open than in open syllables. 

1.9 .9  1.n syllables with oral vowels, short vciwels are more open than in 
those wit11 nasalized vovels. 

1.10 Prosodic Features 

1.10.1 Newari is not a totie language. Fluctuations of voicc pitch or 'speech 
melody' at the word level make no difference in meaning. 

1.10.2 There is contrast between the oral and the nasal vowels but  nun^ 

between the clear and the breathy vowels whicl~ are phonclogically 
conditioned. 

1.10.3 In polysyllabic words stress does not make any differcnce in mea~iog. 
However, not all syllables have the same prominence in such words. 

1.10.4 In polysyllabic words relative syllable prominence depends upon 

a .  the position of the syllable within the word 
b. the segmental composition of tbc syllable 

1.10.5 Although stress appears to be predictable on the basis of sy1labl.e 
structure within a word, no definitive statements can be made because 
a number of factors of voice dynamic seem to be i~volved here. 



1.10.6 Although titress as a phonetic feature is not fiigr~ificant a t  the  
word-icvel it has beer1 tentatively suggested that "Lewari has a 
distinct stress-timed rhythm." (Kansakar, 1 9 7 7 : l )  That is to cay, the 
stressed syllables tend to occur a t  regular intervals of time in 
normal speech or a running text of Newari. 

1.10.7 Newari clauses or sentences have tvc basic intonation patterns: 

Tune T: marked by a pitch fall on the last syllable 
of the pattern. 

Tune 11: marked by a pitch rise on tl~e last syllable. 

1.10.8 Tune I intonatior, pattern occurs with 

a. unmarked statements 
b .  questions containing a question-marker a t  Lt~e end of the 

utterance 
c. commands, and 
d. statements with implications 

1.10.9 Tune I1 intonation pattern occurs with 

a .  marked statements 
b. questions without a question-marker at the end uf  the 

utterance, and 
c . exclamations 

1.10.10 If the stress occurs on the final syllable of an utterance there is a 
corresponding rise in tone. Tf the stressed syllable occurs elsewhere 
in the utterance the final syllable "invariably registers a falling 
tone." (Kansakar, 1977: 12). 



CHAPTER 2 

MORPHOLOGY 





2.1 Roots 

Most, though not all, of Newari roots are monosyllabic. They consist 
of one single free monosyllabic morpheme such as ti, liquid, -, 
work, me, tongue, E, sugarcane. 

Contemporary Newari has also a large number of disyllabic and even 
trisyllabic stems. "A good many polysyllables are perhaps nothing but 
obscured compounds, especially nouns like hnas-pot 'ear', hni-pot 'a 
tail', ah-gwod 'a wall', khica ' a  dog' and similar words." (J#rgensen, 
1941: 17) 

A number of polysyllabic words are a result of fusion between nominal 
root and classifier, e.g., a-pa 'tile', a-thiil 'earthen washing bowl', 
or between postposi.tion and noun, e. g. , a-na ' there' , tha-na 'here1, 
co-e 'up', ko-e 'down' or between noun and noun, e.g., jyz-mi 'work 
man', mi-khZ 'fire crystal, i.e., eye'. 

Some of the monosyllabic words ending in long vowels or nasalization 
of syllable-final vowel were disyllabic roots in the past. Through a 
process of widespread loss of final consonants or consonant-initial 
final syllable they became monosyllabic, e.g., kuli>ku: 'spade', 
bhati>bhau 'cat1. -- 

Primary roots apart, Newari stems can be analyzed in terms of three 
basic morphological processes: 

I .  Compounding 
2. Affixation 
3. Reduplication 

2.2 Compounding 

Two elements which are both free morphemes or independent roots 
combine to form a compound. In Classical Newari "compounds are 
frequent, derivations rare" (Jflrgensen, 1941:5). Current analysis of 
contemporary Newari indicates that compounds are relatively limited, 
derivations through affixation are profuse. 

Newari compounds can be analyzed in terms of the constituents, their 
formal structure and semantic consequences. There are two basic types 
of compounds: endocentric compounds (where the meaning of the compound 
is not different from the meaning of either or both the elements), and 
exocentric compounds (where the meaning of the compound is different 
from the meaning of either or both the elements). Endocentric 
compounds can be either subordinating (where one element of thc 
compound is a modifier of the other) or coordinating (where both the 
elements are equally important). 



Endocentric Compounds: Subordirlating Type 

Noun+Noun jZki+cii (rice+dust) = the dust of rice 
kusZ+lapte (umbrella+leaf) = a variety of lcof 
lii+curi (gold+bangles) = the bangles made of gold 

Adjective+Noun tago+kaegu (big+beans) = white beans 
kaci+apZ (unburnt+brick) = mud brick 
dathu+pati (middle+finger) = middle finger 

Verbal Adjective nayeiwa (eat+tooth) = back tooth 
+Noun sulZ+kasZ (hide+game) = hide and seek 

nawo+ghBe: (malodorous+grass) = a variety of grass 

Phonesthetic murumuru+kbe = a soft bone 
Modifier+Noun phiriphiri+jhyi: = a kind of 

revolving window 

Unique Noun+Noun bapi+kbe (ribs) 
nhikS+jhafiga : (day blind+bird) = o w l  

Endocentric Compounds: Coordinating Type 

Noun+Noun kalZ+bhZta (husband+wife) = couple 
Complementary dZju+ki jZ (elder brotheriyounger brother) 

cZ+nhi (night+day) daily 
chE+bS (home+field) property 

Noun+Noun la : fmi (wa t er+f ire) 
Contrastive dune+pine (i.nside+ou t side) 

nhapZ+l ipZ (before+af ter) 

Noun+Noun bhau+macZ (daughter+chjld) daughter-in-law 
Appositive me:+mikhi (buffalo+eye) big eye 

bhattuimhae: (parrot+nose) hooked nose 

Exocentric Compounds 

The resultant meaning of these compounds is different from the meaning 
of either of the two elements which form the compound. 

Noun+Noun khicZ+khi (dog+shit) someone who is difficult to 
handle 

phae+gZ (wind+bell) liar 
moti+mZicZ (pearl+girl) alcohol 
dega+bakhS (templei-pigeon) idler 

Adjcctive+Noun tgpa+khwZ: (far+face) rarely seen 
hikuimuga: (darkhind) mean 
kutii-phai (Tibetan+sheep) obstinate 
tago+chy6 (big+head) important man 



2 . 3  A f f i x a t i o n  ---- 

Unlike compounds, wherc Loth t h e  element e arc. il t t  rtorplreu~:fi, 
a t i i x a t i o n  c o n e i c t s  of a free b a ~ e  o r  r o o t  n i ~ d  a noraullly h~zund 
morpheme a f f i x e d  tu  i t .  Neweri ~ f f i x e t i c l n  system corlojate of p r r - f lxus  
( a f f i x e d  beforr: t h e  stem) and a u f f i x e s  ( ~ f f i x e a  b f t e r  t b e  stern), h u t  
no v e r i f i a b l e  i n f i x e s  ( i n s e r t e d  hetween t v c  hlementh o f  rhe stem) 

2 . 3 . 1  P r e f i x e s  

Most Newari p r e f i x e s  arc  d i r e c t i o n s 1  p o e t p o s i t i o n s  afiixrd tn t h e  Iriihe 

a s  p r e f i x e s .  They a r e  a  smal l  and l i m i t e d  r . 1 . 4 ~ ~  o f  morl~liemes. 

nhya ( f r o n t j  nhyanc ( i n  f r o n t  o f )  ithye-h-ye ( t o  b r i n g  f u ~ w a r d )  
li (behind)  l i m e  (behind) l i -phy iy r  ( t i .  ! eave heb111d j 
du ( i n s i d e )  dune ( i n s i d e )  du-IGe ( t o  b r i n p  i n )  
p i  ( o u t s i d e )  p i n e  ( o u t s i d e )  pi-k5ye ( t o  b r i n g  o u t )  
ko (down) kone (downs ta i r s )  k o - b y e  ( t o  b r i n g  d u ~ ~ i )  
tha  (up) t l ~ a n e  (upper zone) tha-kaye ( t o  t r i ~ i g  u p )  

u  ( t h e r e )  ukhe ( t h i t h e r )  umha ( t h a t )  r ~ ! i  ( t h a t  rnu~:t,\ 
rhu (he re )  thukhe ( h i t h e r )  thumha (this) t h u i  l ( t l r i ~  much) 
gu (what) g~ikhe (whi the r )  gumha (who) gul 1 !h(n: ~ c c  t r )  

A more produc t ive  system o t  p r c f i x e s  i n  Newari are  the "pre-verbi,is", 
i . e . ,  t h o s e  morphemes which come b e f o r e  .I f i n i t e  herb rc .  make a n t v  
vc rb .  The b a s i c  meaning of t h e  "root  vcrb" is  chavgcd by  aCdi11g 
v a r i o u s  p r e f i x e s .  Newari v e r b s  have a  h igh p ropens i ty  t 13 dr t i v a t  ioiial 
morphology through such pref  i x i a l  networks.  (Shrc.:ithac;r~.n, 1963, 
1979, and 1981 a r e  r e l i a b l e  i n v e n t o r i e s  of Nevari roo t  vcrbs and t h e i r  
a f f i x i a l  d e r i v a t i o n s . )  Given below a r e  t h e  examples: 

bu-lhzye 
c i - lh5ye  
la- lhaye 
twa-lhZy e  
de - lh iye  
tu-hha ye 
t i - l h s y e  
l u - l h i y e  
1.i -1hiiye 
ko-lh5ye 
du- lh iye  

2.3 .2  S u f f i x e s  

t o  t each  thoroughly 
t o  g a t h e r ,  t o  make something round i n  shape. 
t o  s u b n i t  
t o  c u t  
t o  d e d i c a t e  
t o  w i n d  up 
t o  s t r a i g h t e n  
t o  s t o p  
t o  add 
t o  cook/ take  o u t  
t o  d i p  

S u f f i x a t i o n  i n  Newari i s  r e l a t i v e l y  more ~ r o d u c t i v e  tliar prefixi1tir .n.  
Some of t h e  nomina l i z ing  s u f f i x e s  a r e :  

a .  Vcrb + - s l  - na-ye t o  e a t  nii s i  food 
t i - y e  t o  wear t i s Z  ornament 
co-ye t o  w r i t e  cos5 Pen 
th i -ye  t o  c a s t  thiisa mould 



b. Verb + -si d --. - ye t o  b o i l  d 5 s i  b o i l i n g  
pya-ye t o  be wet p y a s i  one who remains 

a t t a c h e d  (soaked?) 
da-ye t o  e x i s t  d a s i  e v i  dencc 

c .  Verb + -E so-ye t o  look. so-pu good-looking,  heal th  
IwZ-ye t o  q u a r r e l  1.~5-pu q u a r r e l  
sw5-ye t o  j o i n  swi-pu j o i n t  
lyan-e t o  remain ly5-yu remains  

d. Verb + -e: dhi-ye t o  speak dh.;i-pu: s t a t e m e n t ;  view 
gyii-ye t o  f e a r  gyi-pu: f e a r  

e .  Verb + - ~ k a  - 1hZ-ye t o s p e n k  l l ~ a k a  speaker  
dhi-ye t o  say dhaka s a y e r  
y i -ye  t o  do ya-ka d o e r  

Abs t rac t  nouns i n  Newari a r e  formed mainly by t h r e e  s u f f i x e s :  

Given below a r e  some examples of t h e s e  s u f f i x e s :  

-su: n h i l - e  t o  laugh nhi-su:  proper ls i ty  t o  1.aug.h 
kho-ye t o  weep kho-su : p r o p e n s i t y  t o  weep 

maca c h i l d  ma cii-su : c h i l d i s h n e s s  
w e  madman WE-su : symptoms of madness 

-chu: t a  : dl15 b i g  tadh5-chu: snobbery 
s a  : knowledgeable sa:-chu: a f f e c t a t i o n  of l e a r n i n g  
mat5: unheard mati :-chu i n d i f f e r e n c e  

-hu we madman we-hu : madness; s p e l l  of madness 
lyiiemha young i-yaemha-hu: you th ;  s p e l l  of  youth  

f .  Verb + -pn su-ye t o  dry  up su-pa t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  of d ryness  
ha-ye t o  b r i n g  ha-p5 e f f o r t  
di-ye t o  s t o p  d i - p i  i n t e r v a l  
kZ-ye t o  t a k e  ka-pri t h e  p ropor t io r l  t aken  o u t  

Newari h a s  some a d j e c t i v a l  s u f f i x e s  a s  w e l l .  They range from r e l a -  
t i v e l y  ' p r o d r ~ c t i v e '  ones  such a s  - m i  t o  'unproductive' ones  such a s  
-gu lu ,  -1nhu1u and -chulu.  Given b e l o w  a r e  some examples o f  each 
s u f f i x :  

- m i  j Y, work j y5-mi worker 
1 a way la-mi match-maker 
Sako a place-name Sako-mi i n h a b i t a n t  of Sako, 

i . e . ,  Siikhu 
Kipu: a place-name Kipu:-mi i n h a b i t a n t  of Kipu:, 

i . c . ,  K i r t i p u r  



- c Yala Yalae : i n h a b i t a n t  cf Yola, i . c .  Pi tan  
Khopa Khoycre : i n h a b i t a n t  of Khopu, 1 .c. B11nl:tnpur 
Dode Bode : in l i ab i t an t  of Rode 

-gulu g a j i  h e s h i s h  gaj.I-,gulu add ic ted  t o  hastiirili-erpo)tinC;~-emking 
t h6 r i c e  bee r  thb-gulu a d d i c t e d  t o  d r i n k i n g  b e e r  
a e l a :  wine ae1ii:-gulu add ic ted  t o  d r i n k f r p  v i n e  
ktr.? talk khl-gulu ta1h; t ivc  

-mhulu/-culu ( e x c l u s i v e l y  l i m i t e d  t o ) :  
k h i  s t o o l  kt~i-mhulu covnrd 
co u r i n e  co-mhulu one vliu u r i r in tes  t rao 

I t c q u e n t l y  

2.3.3 A nuniber of Newali s tems a r e  de r ived  t r o ~  ~ ! n e  word cJr . rs  L O  make 
ano ther  word c l a s s .  For example, Ncwari h a s  very  l e v  yurc  ~ d j c c t i v e s .  
Almost a l l  adjectives a r e  d e r i v e d  from s t a r i v e  forms o f  ve rb  clehc. 

C i t a t i o n  Form of t h e  Verb S t a t i v e  A d j e c t i ~  e 

ciku-ye t o  become sweet c i k u  caku 
tyanu-ye t o  becomc t i r e d  ty3nu tyanu 
tapen-e t o  become s t r a i g h t  tapyP tapyS 

2.3.4 There i s  a  c losed  s e t  of d e r i v a t i v e s  from prclncune. Tlrey a r e :  

p rox imate  non-proximate ---- i n t e r r o g a t i v e  

tho / thu- I th -  u-fa-. golgu- /&I- 

t h u l i  
thukhe 
thana 
t h a t h e  
t h u k a t h l  
t huba le  
thubea t a  
thumha 

thugu 

thuy geco 
thujo:gu 

cl i 
ukhe 
arta 
nthe  
uka t h5 
uba le  
ubea ta  
umli n 

gul i  
gubtrc 
gana 
ga the  
guka ti15 
guhale. 
gubeot a 
gumha 

( q u a n t i t y )  
( d i r e c t i o r . )  
(y lace )  
~rr,*~lllIC r ) 
(mode) 
(t  i m c )  
(dura t  i c n )  
( i a e n t  i t y  ) 
(arilma t e )  
(idrrLt i t y  ) 
( i n z ~ i m a t e )  
( i n t e n s i t y )  
( s i r ~ i l  a r i t y )  

2.3.5 Some Newari v e r b s  t a k e  -ko - s u f t i x  which f u n c t i o n s  to q u a n t i t y  t h e  
v e r b ,  e .  g., 

v e r b  dhi-ye t o  say  dhii-ko a s  much a s  i s  s a i d  
bI-ye t o g i v e  bi-ko a s m u c h a s i s p , i v e n  
so-ye t o  s e e  so-ko a s  much a s  i s  seen 



4  Redupl ica t ion  

Tn l e d u p l l c n t i o n  t h e  stem is  repea tcd  completely, o r  p a r t i n l . l y ,  or  in 
a  modified form. C o l l o q u i a l  Newori i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a  f requency 
r e d u p l i c a t e d  forms i n  nominal ,  v e r b a l ,  a d j e c t i v a l ,  and more frequently 
i n  a d v e r b i a l  use .  

2 . 4 . 1  Redupl ica t ion  of nominal stems t e n d s  t o  be p a r t i a l ,  and tile 
r e d u p l i c a t e d  second element i s ,  i n  i t s e l f ,  mean ing less  a l though the 
whole rednpl . ica ted  form a c q u i r e s  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  meaning. The meaning 
of t h e  r e d u p l i c a t e d  form i s  stem meaning and s i m i l a r  o t h e r  t h i n g s  with 
n  s l i g h t l y  p e j o r a t i v e  conno ta t ion .  For example: 

ko : (crow) ko:ki :  (crow and s i m i l a r  o t h e r  th ings )  
l a  : (wa te r )  l a :  1.i: (water  and s i m i l a r  o t h e r  th ings)  
110 : (ho le )  ho :h i :  ( h o l e  and s i m i l a r  o t h e r  th ings)  
mu: ( p r i c e )  mu:*: ( p r i c e  and s i m i l a r  o t h e r  things) 
mikhi (eye) mikhimakhii (eye and s i m i l a r  o t h e r  th ings )  

I n  the  above examples t h e  stem consonant i s  r e t a i n e d  w h i l e  the  stem 
vowel is  a l t e r e d  i n  t h e  r e d u p l i c a t e d  e lement .  However, among ttie 
nominals t h e r e  i s  a l s o  a s e t  of 'anomalous' r e d u p l i c a t e d  words which 
have become a p a r t  of e s t a b l i s h e d  usage.  They cannot  b e  reduced to 
any meaningful g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  except  t h a t  they  r e p e a t  t h e  stem-final 
s y l l a b l e  i n  t h e  r e d u p l i c a t e d  e lement .  For example: 

h i 1 5  
llakha : 
dhuku : 
w5sa : 
sisa 
phuki : 
jhya tu  
t h a l a  
j 01s 
ha15 

(change) 
( f e s t i v a l )  
( s t o r e )  
(medicine) 
( f r u i t )  
( k i n )  
(heavy) 
( u t e n s i l )  
(neighbour)  
( r e q u i s i t e s  f o r  worship)  

h i l 5 b a l a  ( p l u r a l  sense )  
nakha:cakha: 
dhuku:piku: 
w5sa: tasa :  
sisi ibasi i  
phuki  : biiki : 
j hy5tukyatu  
t h a l a b a l a  
j o l a k h a l a  
ha 15  j 015 

2 . 4 . 2  Redupl ica t ion  of a d j e c t i v e s  is ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h e  r e d u p l i c a t i o n  of 
a d j e c t i v a l  v e r b s .  The semant ic  e f f e c t  of r e d u p l i c a t i o n  i s  t o  modify 
t h e  stem meaning, "not t o t a l l y ,  b u t  somewhat.'' For example: 

Adjec t ive  A d j e c t i v a l  Verb R e d u p l i c a t i o n  

mhisu (yel low) 
yecu ( c l e a n )  
h iku (b lack)  
bu lu  (dim) 

mhasu-y e  mhasumhiisu-dh5ye 
yecu-ye yecuyacu-dhZye 
haku-ye hiikuhaku-dhiiye 
bulu-ye bulubulu-dhaye 

2 . 4 . 3  Both f i n i t e  and n o n - f i n i t e  v e r b s  i n  Newari can be r e d u p l i c a t e d  t o  
suggest  d i f f e r e n t  meanings. The main p r o c e s s  of r e d u p l i c a t i o n  i n  
f i n i t e  v e r b s  js t o  i n s e r t  emphatic p a r t i c l e s  - t t u ,  o r  - t t u  matu - 
between two e lements  of  t h e  r e d u p l i c a t e d  v e r b s .  For example: 



w6 jita: thwHta (He kicked me) 
w 6  jita: thwittu thwsta (He kicked me hard) 
w 8  jita: thwiittu matu thwita (He kicked me hard repeatedly) 

2 . 4 . 4  The non-finite verb forms have varioue proceesce of reduplication. In 
narrative diecourse, a usual linlcaga verb is a reduplicated one in 
which the short stem of the verb is followed by ite naselieed etative 
form. For example: 

Cjtation Form Stative 
bi-ye to give byu : 
ail-e to waeh syu : 
ya-ye to do y5: 
lak-e to snatch liku : 
sa:t-e to call sa: tu: 

Near lized 
by6 
@yCl 
Y& 
liikii 
ea: tii 

The redupl icated pairs, byu: byf , syusyf , y6y$m likulikii, sa: tuea: tS, 
will each mean verb meaning plus uninterrupted continuity of the 
action of the verb. 

2.4.5 Another non-finite verbal reduplication takes place when it functions 
as complement of certain verbs. Gerundive forms occurring as com- 
plements to finite verb such as wo-ye (come) or von-e (go) undergo 
such reduplication. It entails the modification of stem-vovel in the 
second element of the pair. Its meaning is "verb plue similar other 
things". For example : 

Citation Form Reduplicated Porn 

na-ye to eat 
ka--ye to take 
ton-e to drink 

naeni 
h e k i  
tone t ine 

2.4.6 Reduplication of pre-verbal elements results in distributive meaning, 
e.g. : 

pa : khi thapHe j Hla The wall became high 
pa:kha thapie thapie jHla Each wall became high 
pa:khi thathapse j5la 

2.4 .7  Reduplication of most verbal prefixes leads to intensification of 
meaning or the suggestion of repeating the action of the verb again 
and again, e.g.: 

Citation Form Reduplicated Form 

pha-so-ye to look back phaphasoye 
li-cil-e to retreat lilicile 
de- t an-e to pile/add dede tane 
la-thyi-ye to fold la la thy5ye 
dhe-cul-e to lean/stagger dhedhecule 



2.4.8 A further intensification or modification in degree takes by 
inserting the negative particle -ma - between the reduplicated elemelltE, 
e.g. : 

dhe-cul-e dhe-dhe-cule dhe-dhe-ma-dhe-cule 
de-tan-e de-de-tane de-de-ma-de-tane 

2.4.9 Some h'ewari pronouns have their plural forms in reduplicated forms of 
their stem, e.g.: 

Singular P lura 1 

su who (animate) susu 
chu who (inanimate) chuchu 
g U which (which) gugugugu (inenimate) 

gunihagumha (animate) 

2.4.1C Indeterminate pronoucc, when reduplicated, mean none/nothing, when tile 
acccmpanying verb is negated. 

su (anyone /someone) susu (none) 
chu (anythinglsome thing) chuchu (no thing) 

(See Shresthacarya, 1976 for further details on reduplication in 
verbs. ) 

L.4.11 Phonesthetic reduplication (mostly adverbial in use) is a very 
productive type in contemporary Newari. Such reduplications are 
complete as well as partial, e.g.: 

sulu (flow, liquid) siri (air flow) sutu (thick flow) 
sulusulu (slow) sirisiri (gently) sutusutu 

(slow thick flow) 
sulululu (fast) siririri (intensely) sutututu 

(fast but in small 
thick flow) 

Partial reduplication repeats the stem-final syllable twice; complete 
redup1,ication repeats the whole stem. A compilation lists 428 
examples of this kind (See KansSkSr, Hitakarbir, 1966:54-81). 



CHAPTER 3 

INFLECTION 





3 . 1  I n f l e c t i o n  

On the  b a s i s  of  i n f l e c t i o n  Newari stems can be c l a s s i f i e d  I n t o  two 
groups:  

a .  Stems which i n f l e c t ,  and 
b .  Stems which do not  i n f l e c t .  

A l l  s tems which do n o t  i n f l e c t  a r e  P a r t i c l e s .  A s  a  word c l a s s ,  t h e  
P a r t i c l e s  t o g e t h e r  wi th  t h e i r  sub-c lasses  w i l l  be discussecl i n  t h e  
c h a p t e r  on Morpho-syntax. 

Newari stems which i n f l e c t  a r e  

a .  Nominals 
1. Nouns 
2 .  Pronouns 
3 .  A d j e c t i v e s  
4 .  C l a s s i f i e r s  

b .  Verbs 

3.1.1 Nouns i n f l - e c t  f o r  number and c a s e ,  but  not  for. bender.  Like nouns, 
pronouns i n f l e c t  f o r  number and c a s e  o111y. 

3 . 1 . 2  Verbs i n f l e c t  f o r  t e n s e ,  pe r son ,  a s p e c t ,  and mood. 

3 . 1 . 3  In  s u b s t a n t i v a l  u s e  Newari a d j e c t i v e s  i n f l e c ~  f o r  number and c a s e  i n  
con junc t ion  w i t h  c l a s s i f i e r s .  Numeral c l a s s i f i e r s  i n f l e c t  f o r  c a s e ,  
b u t  no t  f o r  number. 

3 . 2  Noun L n f l e c t i o n  

3 . 2 . 1  Number 

Newari nouns have two numbers: s ingu l -a r  and p l u r a l .  e . g . ,  marru:, man; 
manu:ta, men; +, a n c e s t o r ;  Z j u p i ,  a n c e s t o r s .  

3 . 2 . 2  Proper  nouns a r e  n o t  p l u r a l i z a b l e .  

3 . 2 . 3  Normally, inanimate  nouns do n o t  i n f l e c t  f o r  number. 

3 . 2 . 4  There a r e  two p l u r a l  markers f o r  animate nouns: -fi: and - t a ;  -pi: i s  
used f o r  nouns which a r e  r e s p e c t  o r  k i n s h i p  terms.  1'01-all o t h e r  
animate  nouns t h e  p l u r a l  marker i s  -g. Thus: 

m i s i  misiita 
woman women 

s 5  s a t a  
COW COWS 

k h i c a  k h i c a t a  
dog dogs 

k i j 5  k i j i ip f :  
b r o t h e r  b r o t h e r s  

j u j u  j u j u p i :  
k ing k ings  

bhzju  bha jup i :  
gentleman gentlemen 



3.3 Case --- 

Excluding the unmarkca hominaLive case, Newari nouns inflect for five 
cases. Tlrey are 

Case 

Nominative 
Agentive (if animate) 
Instrumental (if inanimate) 
Ablative 
Dative (if animate) 
Objective (if inanimate) 
Comitative (if animate) 
Locative (if inanima tc )  
Gcrli t ive 

Marker -- 

unmarked 
-Q 1-C: 
-61-9 : 
-C/-C: 
-yiita/-ita 
-yZta 
-yake /-ike 
-el-i: - 
-ya 

On the basis of case morphology Newari nouns can be divided into two 
classes : 

a. Nouns with no stem alternation 
b. Nouns with stem alternation 

The case-markers are the same for both classes of nouns. In one class 
of nouns the -- stem remains the same in a11 case frames, whereas in 
another class of nouns, the stcm has two different forms: upright form 
and oblique form. Their distribution in the morphology of cases will 
be discussed in the chapter on Morpho-phonology. 

3.4 Pronoun Inflection 

Newari pronouns have an elaborate and somewhat irregular inflection 
system. All pronouns inflect for case. Some pronouns have only 
singular form, whereas first person inclusive pronoun, s:, has only 
plural form. The pronouns which have only singular form are: 

wo that, inanimate cha:pI: second person, honour 
tho this, inanimate 
hii that, far, inanimate 
5ma this, near, animate 
gugu which? 

As Newari pronouns show marked idiosyncratic tendencies they are 
presented in paradigms. 

1 st Person Exclusive 1st Person Inclusive 

n om 
a g t  . 
con1. 
dat. 
gen. 

j i j ipi: jhi: /jhi:pi: 
j I: j imis5 : jhi:sS: 
j ike j imike jhi:ke 
jita jimita jhi:ta 
ji/jigu jimi/jimigu jhi: /jhi:gu 



cha 2nd P e r ~ o n  Fami l i a l  - c h i  2nd Person He:rpect - 

norn . cha c h i p i :  ch i  chikp3 : 
a g t  . chH : chirnis8 : c h i  : chi  kpief  ; 
com. chHke chimike chi  ke chikpinke 
d a t .  c h z t a  ch imi ta  c h i t a  c h j  k p i n t a  
gen . c h a l c h l g u  chimi/chimigu c h i / c h i g c  ch ikp in i , "h ikp in ig~ i  

cha:pi :  2na Ycrson Honour 

S ingu la r  

 no^. cha :p i :  
a g t .  cha : p i s l :  
com. cha : pinke 
d a t .  cha : p i n t o  
gen. cha :p in i / cha :p in igu  

wo t h a t ,  animate  - - t h o  t h i s ,  animate 

nom. wo i p I  : tho  thup i :  
a g t .  w6 : i m i s :  : th6:  thumis l  : 
com. woike fmike tho  iks thumike 
d a t .  woi ta  i m i t a  t h o i t a  thumite 
gen . woyii imi/ imigu thoyii tllumi / t h u n i g r ~  

waeka: 3rd pe r son ,  f a r  r e s p e c t  -. thorka:  3rd person,  near  r e s p e c t  

nom. waeka : waeka : p i  : thoeka : thoeka : p l  : 
a g t .  waekalH: waeka:pisE: t h o e k a : l i :  thoeka:pisi i :  
com. waeka:ybke waeka:pinke thoeka:yiike thoeka:pinke 
d a t .  waeka:yZta waek:pinta thoeka:yZta thoekn:pinta  
gen. waeka:y5 waeka:pini/-gu thoeka:yZ thoeka:pini / -gu 

hii: t h a t ,  f a r  animate  - 5ma t h i s ,  n e a r ,  animate - 

s g  * PI sg  - PI 

nom . hii : hiipf : Sma iimapi : 
a g t  . hiinl : hii:pfsH: iimi : iimapfsl: 
com. hii: y i k e  hii:pIke Zmn i k e  5mapIke 
d a t .  hii:yZta hii :pi ta Zmaita arnapf t a  
gen . hG : y8 hii:pIni/-gu 5mayii Zmapini /-gu 



wo t h a t ,  inanimate  - t h o  t h i s ,  animate  - 
nom . wo t h o  
a b l .  ukf :  t hukT : 
l o c .  u k i :  t h u k i :  
o b j .  uke:yiita thuke:yii ta 
gen. u k e : y i  thuke : yii 

hC: t h a t ,  f a r ,  inanimate  - - ima t h i s ,  n e a r ,  inan imate  

nom . hC : 
a b l .  hii:ki: 
l o c  . hii: k i :  
ob j . hC: k i y a t a  
gen. hii : k i y 5  

s u  who - chu what - 

nom. su  _ s u  s_u chu chu chu 
a g t .  sung: sun5 sung: chukf : chuk i  chukI:  a b l .  
com. s o i k e  s o i k e  s o i k e  chuki  : chuk i  chuk i :  loc  . 
d a t .  s o i t a  s o i t a  s o i t a  chuk iya ta  chuk i  chuk iya ta  obj  . 
gen. soyii soy5 soya chukiya chuk i  chukiya  

gu which 

nom. gugu 
a b l .  guki :  
l o c .  guk i :  
ob j . g u k i y i  t a  
gen. gukiyii 

3.5 A d j e c t i v e - C l a s s i f i e r  I n f l e c t i o n  

When Newari a d j e c t i v e s  f u n c t i o n  a s  noun phrase  heads ,  they  i n f l e c t  fo r  
c a s e  and number. They t a k e  c l a s s i f i e r  -mha - f o r  animate  and -= for  
inanimate  nouns i n  s i n g u l a r  number and -& f o r  p l u r a l  number. The 
a d j e c t i v e ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  i t s  c l a s s i f i e r ,  i n £  l e c t s  f o r  c a s e  and number, 
e .g .  : 

Adjec t ive  + c l a s s i f i e r /  S i n g u l a r  P l u r a l  

b:: l a  -mha (animate)  -pP: 
-gu ( inan imate )  x 

S i n g u l a r  P l u r a l  Inanimate  

nom . b: : lamha b i  : l a p 1  : bg : l a g u  
a g t  . b i :  lamhay:: bg: l i p f s i i :  bg: l g g u l f :  a b l .  
corn. bii:lZmhayZke bg: l a p i k e  b a : l Z g u l i :  l o c .  
d a t .  b i :  liirnhay5 t a  b a : l Z p I t a  bg: lZguy5ta o b j  . 
gen . bg : 18mhayii b2' : l a p i n i g u  b s  : liiguya 



3.5.1 ~ o u n d  numerals with appropriate classifiers inflect for caes but not 
for number, e.g.: 

Bound Numeral + Claeeifier 

cha -pu (classifier for round and long objecte) 

nom. chapu 
obl. chapj: 
loc. chapwi: 
ob j . chapuyita 
gen. chapuyi 

3 . 6 .  Verb Inflection 

3.6.1 On the basis of inflection, Newari verbs can be classified into finite 
verbs and non-finite verbs. 

3 . 6 . 2  Finite verbs inflect for various secondary categories of verb. These 
categories are: 

Tense past Inon-past 
Mood indicative limpera tive 
Person conjunct/disjunct 
Aspect stativeleventive 

3 . 6 . 3  Non-finite verbs occur mainly as modifiers of the main finite verb to 
express various aspectual, modal, and temporal shades of meaning. 
These functions of the non-finite verbs in complex verb phrases vill be 
discussed in the chapter on Morphosyntax and the chapter on Syntax. 

3 . 6 . 4  Finite verbs have a regular and, on the whole, predictable inflectional 
morphology. A few exceptional irregularities can be cited in the 
dictionary. 

3.6.5 On the basis of the stem-finale Newari verbs can be divided into five 
classes : 

Past Conj. Disj. 
Class I Verb Stem-final -n 
Class I1 Verb Stem-final Vowels -e - n i  -ta 
Class 111 Verb Stem-final Vowels -e -yS -la 
Class IV Verb Stem-final -1 
Class V Verb Stem-final -p/-tl-k 

Although both Class I1 and Class 111 verbs have stem-final vowels, the 
justification for keeping these two verb classes apart is that Class I1 
verbs have -g in Past Disjunct and -g is Paet Conjunct whereas Class 
I11 verbs have -la - in Past Disjunct and -5 in Past Conjunct. 



3.6.6 The Newari verb has the following principal parts: 

Infinitive or Citation form, unmarked 
Non-Pa s t Conjunct 
Non-Past Disjunct 
Past Conjunct 
Past Disjunct 
Imperative 
Stative 
Causative 
Short Stem 

3.6.7 Given the five classes of verbs all the eight principal parts can be 
regularly predicted. 

3 . 6 . 8  Paradigms of Newari Verbs 

Given below are paradigms of inflected and derived forms of the five 
classes of Newari verbs. 

Class I Stem-final -n, - 
Infinitive 
Past Disjunct 
Past Conjunct 
Non-Past Disj . 
Non-Past Conj . 
Stative 
Imperative 
Causative 
Short Stem 

e.g., in-e, to distribute 

in-e 
in-a 
in-H 
in-i 
in-e 
yii : 
~ i i  
ink-e 
YU 

Class I1 Stem-final Vowel - e ,  - e.g., ci-ye, to tie 

Infinitive 
Past Disjunct 
Past Conjunct 
Non-Past Disj . 
Non-Past Conj . 
Stative 
Imperative 
Causative 
Short Stem 

c i-ye 
ci-ta 
ci-n5 
ci-i 
ci-i 
cyu : 
CYU 
cik-e 
c i 

Class 111 Stem-final Vowel -e,  e . g . ,  bi-ye, to give - 
Infinitive bi-ye 
Past Disjunct b i-la 
Past conjunct bi-yH 
Non-Past Disj . bi-i 
Non-Pa s t Con j . bi-i 
Stative byu: 
Imperative byu 
Causative bi:ke 
Short Stem b i 



Class 1V Stem-final -1, e.g., hil-e, to chanpc - -  
Infinitive 
Past Disjunct 
Past Conjunct 
Non-Past Disj. 
Non-Pa 6 t Con j . 
Stat ive 
Imperative 
Causative 
Short Stem 

hil-e 
hil-a 
hil-a 
hil-i 
hil-e 
hyu: 
hyu 
hi:ke 
hi 

Class V Stem-final -p,'-t/-k 

kop-2, to assist sa:t-e, to cal.1 l i ik -e ,  -- -- - 

Infinitive kop-e sa : L-e 
Past Disjunct kop-ala sa: t-ala 
Past Co~~junct kop-ii sa : t-5 
Non-Past Dis j . kop-i : sa: t-i: 
Non-Pa s t Con j . kop-e sa: t-e 
Stative kopyu : sa: t-u: 
Imperative ~OPYU sa: t-i 
Causative kopke sa : tke 
Short Stem ~OPYU sa:tu 

to snatch 

3.6.9 Newari verbs, thus, inflect regularly although the derivation of other 
principal parts of a verb depends upon the stem vowcl. of t h e  lrcrb. 
This aspect of verb morphology will be discussed i r !  the chaptcr on 
Norphophonology . 

3.6.10 Tense in Newari Verbs 

Tense inflection in Newari verbs is marginal -- mainly a contrast 
between past and non-past, arid it consists of a simplt set. of vowel. 
contrasts: 

Person hon-Past Past 

Conjunct -e/i (following i/u stem vowels) -a 

Disjunct -i/i: -a 

3.6.11 Aspect in Newari Verbs 

Newari finite verbs have only one aspectual distinction: 

a. Stative, or Habitual 
b . Eventive, or Non-Habitual 

Although morphologically this is the only aspcctual distinction in a 
finite Newari verb, syntactically in conjunction with auxiliarv verbs 
complex verb phrases have several different aspectual meanings which 
will be discussed in the chapter on Syntax. 



3.6 .12  Mood i n  Newari Verbs 

The ca tegory  of mood i n  t h e  Newari v e r b  i s  e x c l u s i v e l y  l i m i t e d  
impera t ive  form a s  d i s t i n c t  from t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  c i t a t i o n  f o r m  on the 
one hand and i n d i c a t i v e  forms,  on t h e  o t h e r .  

3.6.13 Person i n  Newari Verbs 

Coupla Verbs, A t t r i b u t i v e  Verbs,  and impersonal Verbs do no t  i n f l e c t  
f o r  t h e  ca tegory  of pe r son  a t  a l l .  Only T r a n s i t i v e  and I n t r a n s i t i v e  
Verbs i n f l e c t  f o r  person.  The v e r b s  which i n f l e c t  f o r  t h e  category of 

person have two forms: 

Non-Pas t P a s t  
Conjunct -e / i 

- 
-a 

Dis junc t  -i/i: -2 

The con junc t  form o c c u r s  w i t h  f i r s t  pe r son  i n  s t a t e m e n t s  and with 
second person i n  q u e s t i o n s .  The d i s j u n c t  form o c c u r s  w i t h  t h e  r e s t .  
Thus : 

Statement  Quest  i o n  

F i r s t  
Second 
Third  

Examples 

j I : saphu : khan5 
I saw the book. 

chC: saphu: khana 
You saw t h e  book. 

w6: saphu: khana 
He saw t h e  book. 

Conjunct  
D i s j u n c t  
D i s j u n c t  

D i s j u n c t  
Conjunct  
D i s j u n c t  

j i :  saphu: khana l a ?  
D1.d I s e e  t h e  book? 

c h i :  saphu:khana la? 
Did you s e e  t h e  book? 

w6: saphu: khana l a ?  
Did he s e e  t h e  book? 

(See Hale,  1980 f o r  f u r t h e r  a n a l y s i s  of t h i s  phenomenon i n  Newari 
Verbs. ) 

3.6.14 A Note on t h e  Derived Forms of t h e  Newari Verb 

a .  Causa t ive  

Causa t ive  i s  d e r i v e d  by adding t h e  s u f f i x  -k t o  t h e  v e r b  stem. The 
d e r i v e d  form a s  such depends upon t h e  v e r b  c l a s s  and t h e  s tem vowel. 
For d e t a i l s  s e e  t h e  c h a p t e r  on Morphophonology. 

b .  S t a t i v e  

Event v e r b s  have d e r i v e d  s t a t i v e  forms.  S t a t i v e  forms a r e  g e n e r a l l y  
p h o n e t i c a l l y  long forms of s h o r t  stem. 



c. Short Stem 

Short eteme are used in the reduplication of non-finite verbr. They 
form an initial member of the reduplicated pair with their rtrtive 
forms. There exiets a short verb etem derived from the etative 
f o m ,  used in eentences such ae the following: 

tha li, ma the: Profit7 No profit. 
ya la, ma ya: Like it7 I don't like it. 

d. Imperative 

The imperative form of a Newari verb is a shortened form of ite 
Stative counterpart. See the chapter on Morphophonology for further 
details. 





CHAPTER 4 

MORPHOPHONOLOGY 





4.1 Morphophonology of Newari Verbs 

4 . 1 . 1  The n a t u r e  of t h e  stem vowel i n f l u e n c e s  t h e  i n f l e c t e d  a s  wel l  a s  t h e  
de r ived  forms of Newari ve rbs .  

4.1.2 I n  Class  I Newari v e r b s  ( i . e . ,  w i th  s t em-f ina l  -n) t h e  i n f l e c t e d  forms 
of t h e  ve rb  a r e  no t  a f f e c t e d  by t h e  n a t u r e  of  t h e  stem vowel, but  t h e  
de r ived  forms a r e .  For example: 

C l a s s  I Stem-final  -n - 
Stem Vowel C i t a t i o n  Form S t a t i v e  Imperat ive  Causat ive  

i in-e  ( t o  d i s t r i b u t e )  yC : y ii i6k-e 
e  nen-e ( t o  l i s t e n )  ny5 : ny5 ne6k-e 
a  kan-e ( t o  t e l l )  lG: ki kaik-e 
o lhon-e ( t o  l i f t )  l h 6  : lh6  lhohk-e 
o  won-e ( t o  go) w6 : h 6 - - 
u dun-e ( t o  c o l l a p s e )  dii : -- - - 
u thun-e ( t o  p u l l  down) thc :  t hG thu ik - r  

4.1.3 Note t h a t  t h e  impera t ive  of won-e is i r r e g u l a r  hii. Both won-e and -- - -- 
dun-e have s u p p l e t i v e  c a u s a t i v e ~  cho-E and thun-e. -- - -- 

4.1.4 I n  C l a s s  I v e r b s  ( i . e . ,  w i th  s tem-f inal  vowel) t h e  i n f l e c t e d  forms o f  
t h e  v e r b  a r e  a f f e c t e d  i n  t h e  fo l lowing  way: 

a .  With t h e  stem vowels / a /  and l o /  t h e  p a s t  conjunct  form is r e g u l a r l y  -s; w i t h  any o t h e r  stem vowel t h e  p a s t  conjunct  form is r e g u l a r l y  
-nB. - For example: 

kha-ye ( t o  be t r u e )  kha-yZ 
so-ye ( t o o  s e e )  so-yii 
gZ-ye ( t o  be cnough) gZ-nZ 
ci-ye ( t o  b ind)  c  i-nZ 

4.1.5 The d e r i v e d  forms of  t h e  Class  I1 verbs  a l s o  appear  d i f f e r e n t  depending 
upon t h e  s tem vowel of t h e  verb .  For example: 

Stem Vowel C i t a t i o n  Form S t a t i v e  Imperat ive  Causat ive  

ci-ye ( t o  b ind)  
da-ye ( t o  be )  
kha-ye ( t o  b e  t r u e )  
chyi-ye ( t o  mix; t o  pound) 
g5-ye ( t o  b e  enough) 
so-ye ( t o  s e e )  
cho-ye ( t o  send) 
chu-ye ( t o  cook) 

cyu : 
du 
kha : 
chy i  : 
g5 : 
S O  : 
cho : 
chu: 

CY u  - - daek-e 
- - khaek-e 
chyii chyZk-e 
- - gZk-e 
6 o  sok-e 
cho chok-e 
chu chuk-e 

4.1.6 I n  C l a s s  I11 v e r b s  ( i . e . ,  w i t h  s t em-f ina l  vowel) ,  v e r b s  wi th  stem 
vowels /i/ and /u /  have t h e  non-past conjunct  form -i; verbs  wi th  a l l  
o t h e r  stem vowels have -e a s  t h e  non-past conjunct  form. 



4 . 1 . 7  How the stem vowels affect Class 111 verbs in their derived forms 
be seen from the following paradigms: 

stem vowel Citation Form Stative Imperative Causative 

i bi-ye (to give) byu : byu bi:k-e 
e phe-ye (to lick) phya : P ~ Y  a phyaek-e 
- 
;1 dhZ-ye (to say) dhii : dhH dhiek-e 
a na-ye (to eat) na : na nak-e 
o go-ye (to knit) go : go goek-e 
u ju-ye (to happen) ju: ju jwi: k-e 

4.1.8 In Class IV verbs (i.e., with stem-final -I), the inflected forms are 
not affected by stem vowels of the verb butthe derived forms are. ~0~ 

example : 

stem Vowel Citation Form Stative Imperative Causative 

1. hil-e (to change) hyu: hyu hi: k-e 
e kel-e (to sift) kya : ky a ke : k-e - a pal-e (to cut) pa: pa paek-e 
a thal-e (to break) tha : t ha thaek-e 
o hol-e (to scatter) ho : h o hoek-e 
u pul-e (to pay back) pu : P U pwi : k-e 

4.1.9 As in the case of the other consonant-final verb classes (i.e., Class I 
and Class IV), Class V verbs (i.e., verbs with stop finals -t, -p, and 
-k), the inflections are regular regardless of the stem-vowel. The 
derived forms are different. In this class of verbs, however, the 
derived forms differ not according to the stem vowels but according to 
the stem-final consonant, e.g.: 

Stem Vowel Citation Form Stative Imperative Causative 

P dohalap-e (to offer) dohalapyu: dohalapyu dohalapake 
t sa: t-e (to call) sa: tu: sa: ti sa: take 
k lak-e (to snatch) laku : laxi lZkake 

4.1 .10  With the exception of the Class V verbs, the imperative form is the 
phonetically shortened version of the stative form. The general rule 
is that what is long in the stative form is always short in the 
imperative. 

4 .2 .  Morphophonology of Newari Nouns 

4.2 .1  A large number of stems in Modern Newari, mostly nouns, have lost 
morpheme-final consonants or consonant-initial syllables. The lost 
consonants are: 

nasals /m/, In/ af fricate /j / 
stops /k/, /kh/ liquid 111 

It/, /th/ 



4.2.2 The l o s s  of n a s a l - i n i t i a l  s y l l a b l e  has  brought n a e s l i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  
preceding vowel. For example: 

lana garment 16 
pona h a i l  ~5 
puthana thorn puthO 
nakina n a i l  nakl  
tuta'ma walking s t i c k  t u t g  
t ama anger t H  

4.2.3 The l o s s  of o the r  coneonants has  given compeneatory length  t o  t he  
preceding vowel. For example: 

dhalaka l ist  
khokha c r  OW 

akhata oppos i te  
twetha b i l l  
phuki j  a  kinsmen 
k i l a  i n s e c t  

dha l a  : 
ko : 
akha : 
t v z  : 
phuki : 
k i  : 

4.2.4 Modern Newari has  a l s o  l o s t  some consonant - in i t i a l  s y l l a b l e s  i n  
morpheme-final pos i t i ons .  These s y l l a b l e s  hsve a s  t h e i r  nucleus t he  
high f r o n t  vowel /i/ preceded by one of t he  following consonants: I t / .  
I n / ,  111, and / t h /  s o  t h a t  t h e  l o s t  s y l l a b l e s  a r e  

/ t i / ,  / n i l ,  /li/, and I t h i / .  

4.2.5 I f  t h e  syl lable-nucleus of t h e  preceding e y l l a b l e  i s  high back vowel 
/ u /  then t h e  l o s t  s y l l a b l e  merely gave a  compensatory length  t o  t h i s  
vowel. However, i f  t h e  nucleus i s  a  mid vowel /a/  i t  i s  replaced by a  
complex nucleus /au/ .  For example: 

I n i t i a l - s y l l a b l e  with /u/ 

ku-thi  spade ku : 
t5pu- t i  b r idge  t ipu  : 
dabu-l i  s t a g e  dabu: 
saphu-l i  book saphu : 

I n i t i a l  s y l l a b l e  wi th  / a /  

bha- t i  c a t  bhau 
pa - t i  roof Pau 
dha- l i  curds  dhau 

4.2.6 I n  t h e  stems which have l o s t  f r i c a t i v e  Is / ,  a f f r i c a t e s  / c /  o r  / j / ,  they 
a r e  replaced by f r o n t  mid vowel / e l .  I f  t h e  preceding nuc lear  vowel is  
t h e  c e n t r a l  vowel / a / ,  then /s/ .  / c / ,  and / j /  become /ae:/ ;  i f  t h e  
preceding nuc lear  vowel i s  /a / ,  then I s / ,  / c / ,  and /j/ become /5e: 1. 
For example: 

t h i s a  p lace  t hZe : 
nhasa nose nhZe : 
gweca mustache gwZe : 
pha sa  wind phae : 



4.2.7 A few Newari words have lost the final -wo, - gjvillg compensatory lenRtll 
to the preceding vowel: 

nhyawo sleep nhya : nhuwo new nhu : 
thawo oneself tha : mew0 others me: - 
khawo left, is kha: awo now a : 
dew0 god dya : chiiwo hard chi : 

yaw0 like ya : 

4 .3  Stem Alternation in Newari Morphological Cases 

4.3.1  The lost consonants in Newari nouns are not as good as lost; they show 
up in certain morphological cases, creating a phenomenon known as "stem 
alternation", i.e., alternation between two stems -- the oblique form 
(with the lost syllable intact) and the upright form (without the 
syllable). Where Newari nouns have lost final consonant or consonant- 
initial syllables, the noun morphology for case shows alternation 
between the two stems. 

4 .3 .2  The two forms of the stem participate in different morphological cases. 
For example, take the stem dho(la), a line: 

Upright Form Oblique Form 

Nominative dho : Ergative dhol5 
Genitive dho : yZ Locative dhola-e: 
Dative dho: yata 

4 . 4  Morphophonology of Case-markers 

4 . 4 . 1  The case marker for agentive, instrumental and ablative is the same. 
However, if the stem ends in a vowel the case-marker is simply a long 
nasalized vowel. If the stem or its oblique form ends in a consonant 
(e.g., pasal, shop), the case-marker is a short nasalized vowel. 

4 . 4 . 2  For locative case-marker the following rules hold: 

a. If the nucleus of the final syllable of the upright form (e.g., - mi, 
fire) is a high vowel /i/ or /u/, the locative case marker is -i:. 

b. If the nucleus of the final syllable of the upright form is /a/ or 
/a/ (e.g., tha-la, pot; sim.5, tree) the nucleus is diphthongized as 
/ae:/ or /iie:/. 

c. If the nucleus of the final syllable of the upright form is any 
other vowel (other than /i/, /u/, /a/ and / a / )  the locative case 
marker is simply -e:, e.g., me, tongue, me:,  in the tongue. 



CHAPTER 5 

MORPHOSYNTAX 





Morphosyntax 

Newari s tems can be c l a s s i f i e d  i n t o  t h e  folloccirig word c , l c r , .  c ~ e s  on the  
b a s i s  of t h e i r  s y n t a c t i c  funct ior is :  

1. a .  Nouns 
b. Pronouns 
c .  A d j e c t i v e s  
d. C l a s s i f i e r s  

2. Verbs 
3. P a r t i c l e s  

5.2 Noun C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  

Newari nouns can b e  c l a s s i f i e d  i n t o  two groups: 

a .  Aninate  Nouns 
b. Inanimate  Nouns 

5.2.1 Animate nouns a r e  p l u r a l i z a b l e ;  i n a n i n a t e s ,  normal ly ,  a r e  n e t .  bhen an 
inanimate  noun i s  p l u r a l i z e d  i t  e x p r e s s e s  t h e  no t ion  o i  v a r i e t y  such a s  
d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  of  o r  v a r i e t i e s  of  t h e  stem noun, r a t h e r  than the 
n o t i o n  of number. 

5 . 2 . 2  Animate nouns t a k e  -mha - a s  a c l a s s i f i e r ;  i r :~n imate  ncuns t a k e  -w o r  
one of  t h e  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  c l a s s i f j e r s  depending upon t h e  semantic 
c o n t e n t  of t h e  noun. 

5.2.3 Animate nouns which a r e  human t a k e  su a s  an i n t e r r o g a t i v e  pronoun; 
non-human animate  nouns t a k e  chu a s  an%terroga t i v e  pronoun. 

5.3 Pronoun C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  

On t h e  b a s i s  of t h e i r  f u n c t i o n s  i n  l a r g e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n s ,  pronouns i n  
Newari can b e  d i v i d e d  i n t o  f i v e  sub-c lasses :  

a .  P e r s o n a l  Pronouns 
b. Demonstra t ive  Pronouns 
c .  I n t e r r o g a t i v e  Pronouns 
d.  R e f l e x i v e  Pronouns 
e. lndef  i n i t e  Pronouns 

5.3.1 Persona l  pronouns have t h r e e  sub-c lasses  i n  Newari: 

a .  F i r s t  Person 
b.  Second Person 
c .  Th i rd  Person 



. 3 . 2  Secol~d and t h i r d  pe r son  pronouns have r e s p e c t  and o r d i n a r y  d h t i n c t i o n  
i n  bo th  s i n g u l a r  and p l u r a l  numbers. F i r s t  pe r son  p l u r a l  h a s  inclus ive  
and e x c l u s i v e  forms. For example: 

Person S i n g u l a r  P l u r a l  

F i r s t  h i :  ( p i :  ) I n c l u s i v e  
Exc1.usive of  t h e  l i s t e n e r  j i p i :  

Second 
+Respect c h i  c h i k p i :  

Ordinary  cha c h i p i :  

Th i rd  
+Respect waelca : waeka : p i :  

Ordinary  w o i p i l a p i :  

5.3.3 Demonstra t ive  pronouns can be subd iv ided  i n t o  f o u r  sub-c lasses  on the 
b a s i s  of  t h e  c a t e g o r i e s  of  speaker  v e r s u s  a d d r e s s e e  and proximate 
v e r s u s  non-proximate: 

S i n g u l a r  P l u r a l  

Addressee Proximate 
Speaker Proximate 

Non-Proxima t e  
(Speaker)  

Non-Proximate 
(Addressee) 

5ma 
t h o  

i p i :  

hG hiipi: 

5.3.4 I n t e r r o g a t i v e  pronouns i n  Newari a r e  of two types :  

a .  General  
b.  S p e c i f i c ,  i . e . ,  w i t h  a c l a s s i f i e r  

General  i n t e r r o g a t i v e  pronouns a r e  subd iv ided  i n t o  

a .  Human 
b.  Non-Human 

S p e c i f i c  i n t e r r o g a t i v e  pronouns a r e  subd iv ided  i n t o  

a .  Animate 
b .  Inanimate  

General  

S i n g u l a r  P l u r a l  

Human 
Non-Human 

s U 

chu 
su-SU 
chu-chu 



Speci f ic  

Animate g u-mhe gu-mha gu-mha 
Inanimate gU-gU gu-8u gu-gu 

5 . 3 . 5  There i s  no person d i s t i n c t i o n  i n  Reflexive Pronoun8 i n  Newari. They 
belong t o  t h e  same person as t h e i r  antecedante.  They have only two 
forms : 

Singular  P lu ra l  

5 . 3 . 6  The main I n d e f i n i t e  Pronoun8 i n  Newari a r e  

a .  chu (non-human) 
b. su (human) 

When used wi th  emphatic p a r t i c l e  he, theee pronounta a r e  nasa l ized  and 
take  on a  nega t ive  sense requir ing< negat ive verb,  e.g. : 

thana 86 he  mawo: 
he re  no one emphasis neg+come 
No one came here.  

Other i n d e f i n i t e  pronouns a re :  

Singular  

me:  + mhalgu 
nhya + mhalgu 

P l u r a l  

me:-me: + pI:/gu 

5 . 4  Adjective C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  

5 . 4 . 1  Adject ives  i n  Newari can be used 

a .  a t t r i b u t i v e l y ,  before  t h e  noun head 
b. p r e d i c a t i v e l y ,  a f t e r  t h e  noun phrase 

5 . 4 . 2  In  a t t r i b u t i v e  use ,  Newari a d j e c t i v e s  co-occur with nominalizing 
s u f f i x e s  which agree  i n  number and gender with the  head noun, e.g.: 

Gender Number Suf f ix  

N 

animate s ingu la r  bH:lHmha manu: -mha - 

inanimate 

p l u r a l  b z : 1 ~ ~ 1 :  manu:ta -PI : 

bg: 1Hgu eaphu: -gU 

5 . 4 . 3  In  p r e d i c a t i v e  use,  Newari a d j e c t i v e s  do not take any nominalizing 
s u f f i x e s  . 



5.4 .4  Newari a d j e c t i v e s  f a l l  i n t o  t h r e e  major groups:  

a .  A d j e c t i v e s  of  Q u a l i t y  
b.  A d j e c t i v e s  of Quan t i ty  (mainly c a r d i n a l  numbers) 
c .  A d j e c t i v e s  of I d e n t i t y  (mainly o r d i n a l  numbers) 

5 .4 .5  The major b u l k  of  Newari a d j e c t i v e s  belong t o  t h e  group o f  Adjectives 
of Q u a l i t y .  Most n a t i v e  a d j e c t i v e s  of q u a l i t y  a r e  v e r b a l  ad jec t ives .  
For a l l  i n t e n t s  and purposes  they  behave l i k e  v e r b s .  When used as 
a t t r i b u t i v e  a d j e c t i v e s  they  t a k e  nomina l i z ing  s u f f i x e s .  Given below 
a r e  some a d j e c t i v e s  of q u a l i t y :  

kw5 (younger) ,  c a s i c Z  ( s l i m ) ,  p u l g  ( o l d ) ,  b a s i  ( s t a l e ) ,  thike 
( d e a r ) ,  suku: ( d r y ) ,  nhu: (new), k a c i  ( raw) ,  ta :mi  ( r i c h )  

The above A d j e c t i v e s  of Q u a l i t y  do n o t  behave l i k e  v e r b s  whereas the 
fo l lowing  ones  a r e  a lmos t  l i k e  v e r b s  i n  t h e i r  p r e d i c a t i v e  use :  

kyZtu (SO£ t )  , khwatu ( t h i c k ) ,  khwgii ( c o l d ) ,  casu  ( i t c h y ) ,  chwiisu - - 
( l o o s e ) ,  nhyaipu ( p l e a s a n t ) ,  tyanu ( t i r e d ) ,  yau ( e a s y ) ,  s i l u  
( t h i n k ) ,  hwi lu  ( l o o s e ) ,  gyanipu ( f e a r f u l ) ,  c i k u  ( c o l d ) ,  t aku  ( th ick ,  
of l i q u i d ) ,  p a l u  ( h o t ,  of  f o o d s ) ,  mhZsu (ye l low) ,  wHcu ( b l u e ) ,  hiku 
( b l a c k ) ,  cZku ( s w e e t ) ,  c u l u  ( s l i p p e r y ) ,  jhyii tu (heavy) ,  tuyu 
( w h i t e ) ,  pZii ( s o u r ) ,  yacu ( c l e a n ) ,  hyaii ( r e d ) ,  e t c .  

Note t h a t  most A d j e c t i v e s  of Q u a l i t y  have c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  
morpheme-finals of  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  types :  

- t u ,  - -SU, - -E, -&, -&, -z, -&, and -cu - 

Some A d j e c t i v e s  of Q u a l i t y  a r e  grammatical ly  homonymous w i t h  nouns, and 
they  can be  used a s  nouns,  e . g . :  

N 

kg, m i j i ,  m i s a ,  ma t ikura ,  gwajya: ,  hwi jya : ,  paka: ,  lyaemha, lyase ,  
nhyathu,  bhya: ,  gyaphar ,  baga,  bhu tu ,  l i t h u ,  hyimi 

5 .4 .6  A d j e c t i v e s  of Quan t i ty  

C a r d i n a l  numbers and a  few o t h e r  n a t i v e  Newari a d j e c t i v e s  comprise the 
A d j e c t i v e s  of Q u a n t i t y .  Except t h e  loan  c a r d i n a l  numbers, a l l  na t ive  
numerals  t a k e  c l a s s i f i e r s .  

The n a t i v e  c a r d i n a l  numbers up t o  t e n  (ones  and t e n s )  a r e :  

Ones Tens 

cha / c h i  one khu s i x  n i :  twenty nhae:  seventy  
n  i two nhae seven swi :  t h i r t y  cae :  e i g h t y  
s 6  t h r e e  cyZ e i g h t  p i :  . f o r t y  gwi: n i n e t y  
p i / p S  f o u r  gu/gii n i n e  nyae: f i f t y  s a c h i  100 
nyZ f i v e  j h i l s i n h a  t e n  khwi: s i x t y  



A small sub-class  of numeral a d j e c t i v e s  i e  ueed i n  Newari t o  i n d i c a t e  
l po r t i on '  such a s  h a l f ,  q u a r t e r ,  th ree-quar te rs ,  double,  twice,  e t c . ,  
e.g. : 

be-/ba- 
j a l a  
cakan 
dugan 
tya  

ha l f  a s  i n  bachi ,  bhgu 
th ree-quar te rs  a s  i n  j a l a c h i  
one-fourth a s  i n  cakanchi 
double a s  i n  duganchi 
ha l f  a s  i n  s a t y i  

I n d e f i n i t e  quan t i t y  i s  ind i ca t ed  by a d j e c t i v e s  euch a s :  

HpZ: (much), bhat ic i i  (a l i t t l e ) ,  phuka ( a l l ) ,  yako (a l o t ) ,  m6ko 
(enough) , mho ( l e s s )  

5.4.7 Adject ives  of I d e n t i t y  

Adject ives  of  I d e n t i t y  c o n s i s t  of n a t i v e  o r d i n a l  numbers and a  few 
o ther  a d j e c t i v e s .  The n a t i v e  o r d i n a l  numbers a r e :  

nhiipZ f i rs t  dhokamha f i r s t  lone (human only)  
n h ~ ~ Z ~ ~ l ~ u  second dHt imha second 
l i p 5  t h i r d  milamha t h i r d  
1ipZyHlyu f o u r t h  mi1u:mha fou r th  

cirimha l a s t  

5 .5  Proadjec t ives  

Proadjec t ives  a r e  a  small  c losed  sub-class  of Newari nominal8 which 
func t ion  a s  a d j e c t i v e s .  They a r e  of t h r e e  kinds;  each has  a  s epa ra t e  
form f o r  Adjec t ives  of Qual i ty ,  Adject ives  of Quant i ty ,  and Adjec t ives  
of I d e n t i t y .  They a r e :  

a .  Demonstrative 
b. I n t e r r o g a t i v e  
c .  I n d e f i n i t e  

5.5.1 Demonstrative P road jec t ives  

Proximate 

Speaker Addressee 

Qual i ty  thanyz Hmanyii 
Quant i ty  

Count tho  Zma 
Non-Count t h u l i  Zma 1 i 

I d e n t i t y  
General tho  Hma 
S p e c i f i c  thu Zma 

Remote 

WO- 

u l i  

wo- 
u- 



5 . 5 . 2  Interrogative Proadjectives 

Quality 
Quantity 
Count 
Non-Coun t 

Identity 
Cene ra 1 
Specific 

5 . 5 . 3  Indefinite Proadjectives 

Quality 
Quantity 
Identity 
General 
Human 
Non-Human 

Specific 

go 
guli 

su (human), chu (non-human) 
gu 

nhyZtheyZ whatever kind 
nhyako whatever quantity 

su 
chu 
nhyZ 

whoever, any, some 
whatever, any, some 
whichever 

5 . 6  - Classifiers 

5 . 6 . 1  Nouns in Newari may be divided into two classes with respect to their 
countability : 

a. Countable Nouns, e.g., saphu: (book), - chZ (house) 
b. Non-Countable Nouns, e.g., la: (water), - cZ (clay) 

Countable nouns alone are counted with true classifiers. 

5.6.2 For all animate nouns the classifier is -mha, for inanimate nouns it is 
either -& or one of the several other clxifiers. Most classifiers 
are preceded by numerals; a few are also followed by numerals. 

5 . 6 . 3  True classifiers are overt expressions of unit counting; they are used 
with reference to structured units which are normally counted as 
individuals. They impose a semantic classification upon the head noun. 
They function as individualizers of a head which is indeterminate for 
number. They have no reality outside of the numerical expression. 

5 . 6 . 4  True classifiers in Newari can be grouped into two: 

a. Syntactic (imposes semantic classification) 

i. Animate 
ii. Tnanimate 



b. I d i o m a t i c  (does  n o t  impose eemantic c l a s s i f i c a t i o n )  

i. Unique -khi  
-duwii (1) 
- k u ( t i )  
-pw5 (1)  
- t a  
- t h e  
- t i  

ii. R e d u p l i c a t i v e  - b n l i  
-.dho (1) 
-ha (1)  
-khala (k) 
-kho( l )  
-khwie 
-k ica  (1) 
- k i  (1)  
- k i  (n) 
-ku (n) 
-ma 
-mo (1)  
-palH (kh) 

5.6.5 Apart from t h e s e  t r u e s  c l a s s i f i e r s ,  Newari h a s  a l s o  q u a s i - c l a s s i f i e r s  
and measure c l a s s i f i e r s .  Q u a s i - c l a s s i f i e r s  a r e  o f t e n  nouns i n  t h e i r  
own r i g h t .  They d i f f e r  from t r u e  c l a s s i f i e r s  i n  t h a t  t h e  u n i t  of 
q u a n t i f i c a t i o n  i s  not a  s t r u c t u r e d  u n i t  which h a s  no r e a l i t y  o u t s i d e  
t h e  numeral  e x p r e s s i o n .  Measure c l a s s i f i e r s  d i f f e r  from t r u e  c l a s s i -  
f i c r s  i n  t h a t  t h e  u n i t  of q u a n t i f i c a t i o n  i s  a  u n i t  of measure. For 
example : 

Q u a s i - C l a s s i f i e r s  

1 Z  cha-ku: a  p i e c e  of meat 
bh6 cha pa: a s h e e t  of paper  
cS cha d h i :  a  lump of  c l a y  
jZ  cha khH a  s e r v i n g  of r i c e  
jZ cha pe:  a  mouthful  of r i c e  

Measure C l a s s i f i e r s  

p5 lu  ae t i i -chi  a  q u a r t e r  pZu of  g i n g e r  
5 l u  cha-dhHni a d h a r n i  of p o t a t o e s  
bii cha-pi:  one r o p a n i  of l and  
c i k i  ni-man5 two G n 5 s  of  o i l  

Most measure c l a s s i f i e r s  a r e  q u a n t i f i e d  by a u n i t  of measure ( a r e a .  
d i s t a n c e ,  volume, we igh t ,  and t ime) .  There is  a l s o  a  sub-class  of 
measure c l a s s i f i e r s  i n  which t h e  u n i t  i s  n o t  one of s t andard  measure- 
ment, b u t  of t h e  c o n t a i n e r ,  e .g. :  

cha dhaga 15 one l a d l e f u l  of meat 
cha t z a p a  w5 one e a r t h e n  c o n t a i n e r f u l  of paddy 
cha tapha l a :  one b r a s s  c o n t a i n e r f u l  of  wa te r  
cha kholH kZ one c u p f u l  of p u l s e s  



5.6.6 Nat ive  numerals a r e  used b e f o r e  n a t i v e  measure c l a s s i f i e r s ,  e .g . :  

n i  p i :  bii two r o p a n i s  of l and  
o r  

n igu ropan i  bG two r o p a n i s  of l a n d  

Before borrowed u n i t s  of measurement e i t h e r  loan  numerals o r  nat ive  
numerals w i t h  -= a r e  used.  

5.6.7 A number of  nouns o r e  q u a n t i f i e d  by r e d u p l i c a t i o n  of t h e  noun, o r  of a 
p o r t i o n  of i t .  The r e d u p l i c a t e d  p o r t i o n  then  func t io r i s  a s  a  "true 
c l a s s i f i e r " ,  e .g .  : 

wSb5li cha b Z l i  one h a r v e s t  of paddy 
ha:  cha ha:  one l e a f  
dho: cha d l ~ o :  one l i n e  

A l l  t h e  c l a s s i f i e r s  l i s t e d  i n  5 . 6 . 4  a . i i  (p .  5 4 )  a r e  o f  t h i s  type .  

5.6.8 A l l  r e d u p l i c a t e d  q u a n t i f i e r s  a r e  a l s o  p o t c n t i a l l y  d i r e c t  q u a n t i f i e r s .  
i . e . ,  they can be q u a n t i f i e d  wi thou t  r e d u p l i c a t i o n ,  e . g . :  

cha ha: 
cha dho: 
cha b 5 l i  

one l e a f  
one l i n e  
one h a r v e s t  

5 .6 .9  The unique c l a s s i f i e r s  ( c f .  5 .6 .4  b . i ,  p. 55) c o l l o c a t e  w i t h  only one 
noun, e .g . :  

chii cha khii one house 
mata cha pwa one lamp 
mari  cha t 5  one p a s t r y  
pujii cha t h 5  one p u j a  s i t t i n g  
b a l a  cha t i  one arrow 
suk5 cha t i  one s t i t c h  
lukh5 cha duwa: one g a t e  
( N . B .  T h i s  may be  a  loan .  See S a u s k r i t  dw5ra = g a t e . )  

5.6.10 A s  f o r  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  t r u e  c l a s s i f i e r s ,  they  impose t h e  following 
semant ic  f e a t u r e s  on t h e  noun head: 

-mha 
-gu ( l i )  

[ -pa ( ' ) ]  
-go (1) 

animate  nouns 
misce l l aneous  f e a t u r e s ,  s t a t e s ,  and a c t i v i t i e s  

round o b j e c t s ,  c o n t a i n e r s ,  arid house p a r t s  

f l a t  and p a i r e d  o b j e c t s  

long ,  t h i n  o b j e c t s  and l i t e r a r y  composi t ions  
f l o w e r s  and flower-shaped o b j e c t s  
c i r c u l a r  o b j e c t s  



Examples 

a .  Noun heads  w i t h  -mha - 

manu: cha-mha one person 
m c Z  cha-mha one c h i l d  
k h i c i  cha-mha one dog 

Semantic Fea tu re  

animate 

b.  Noun heads  w i t h  - ~ u ( l i )  inanimate 

d s :  cha-gu: one s e t t l e m e n t  geographic  f e a t u r e 1  
gB:  cha-gu: one v i l l - a g e  l o c a t i o n s  
gii cha-gu: one f o r e s t  
k h l  cha-gu: one m a t t e r :  one topic.  a b s t r a c t  s t a t e s  
j y i  cha-gu: one t a s k  a c t i v i t i e s  
saphu: cha-gu: one book misce l l aneous  inanimate  
k a c i  cha-gu: one branch i terns 

c .  Noun heads  w i t h  -a) and - ~ o ( l )  round o b j e c t s  

I l u  cha-ga: one p o t a t o  
t h a l a  cha-ga : one c o n t a i n e r  c o n t a i n e r s  
t h i :  cha-ga: one p i l l a r  house p a r t s  
jHki cha-ga: one g r a i n  of r i c e  g r a i n s l g r a n u l e s  

d. Noun heads  w i t h  -@ and -pH(t) 

12: cha-pi  one upper garment f l a t  o b j e c t s  
demZ cha-pa: one d i s h  
mhicZ cha-pI one pocket  
mar i  cha-pa one p a s t r y  
khE:-wo: cha-pZ one f r i e d  egg 
pap!: cha-pH one wing 
l Ik i i  cha-pi  one shoe 

p a i r e d  o b j e c t s  

e .  Noun heads  w i t h  -p 

15 cha-pu one road l o n g l t h i n  o b j e c t s  
gH cha-pu one shawl 
me cha-pu one song l i t e r a r y  p roduc t s  
s u  cha-pu one p i e c e  of s t r a w  non-count nouns 

f .  Noun heads  w i t h  -pho( l )  

C 
swa: cha-pho: one f lower  
t u k i  cha pho: one e a r r i n g  

flower/f lower-shaped 
o b j e c t s  

g. Noun heads  w i t h  -cH(l)  

gha: cha-c i  one m i l l  s t o n e  c i r c u l a r  o b j e c t s  

(See Hale and S h r e s t h a c a r y a ,  1973 f o r  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  on Newari 
c l a s s i f i e r s . )  



Verb C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  

Newari v e r b s  can be c l a s s i f i e d  i n t o  two broad groups:  

a .  P r i n c i p a l  Verbs 
b.  Auxi l i a ry  Verbs 

5 .7 .1  P r i n c i p a l  Verbs can f u n c t i o n  a s  p r e d i c a t o r s  on t h e i r  own. Syntacti- 
c a l l y ,  i t  is  t h e  a u x i l i a r y  v e r b s  which h e l p  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  verbs in 
t h e i r  modal and temporal  f u n c t i o n s .  A u x i l i a r y  v e r b s  can a l s o  function 
a s  f i n i t e  l e x i c a l  v e r b s .  

5.7.2 Auxi l i a ry  Verbs 

A s  t h e r e  a r e  on ly  a  few i n f l e c t e d  forms of  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  v e r b ,  temporal 
and modal meanings a r e  expressed  by t h e  p r i n c i p a l  v e r b  e i t h e r  i n  combi- 
n a t i o n  w i t h  a u x i l i a r y  v e r b s  o r  through m o d i f i c a t i o n  by non- f in i t e  verb 
forms o r  by one of t h e  s e v e r a l  p o s t - v e r b a l  p a r t i c l e s .  Some of the  more 
important  grammatical ized Newari a u x i l i a r y  v e r b s  a r e :  

&-ye ( t o  b e ) ;  kha-ye ( t o  b e  t r u e ) ;  pha-ye ( t o  be  a b l e ) ;  ju-ye (to 
happen);  ten-e ( t o  b e g i n ) ;  ta-ye ( t o  p u t ) ;  con-e ( t o  continue);  
bi-ye ( t o  a l l o w ,  p e r m i t ,  l e t ,  g i v e ) ;  ha-ye ( t o  s t a r t ,  t o  br ing) ;  
WO-ye ( t o  come); won-e ( t o  go) ;  G l - e  ( t o  need) ;  g5-ye ( t o  be 
enough); la-ye ( t o  do something by m i s t a k e ) ;  so-ye ( t o  t r y ) ;  ji-ye 
( t o  be  p e r m i t t e d ) ;  san-e ( t o  t r y ) ;  and khan-e ( t o  s e e ) .  

These v e r b s  have d i f f e r e n t  meanings, depending upon whether they are 
used a s  a u x i l i a r y  v e r b s  o r  a s  main v e r b s .  

5.7.3 P r i n c i p a l  Verbs 

A t  t h e  c l a u s e  l e v e l ,  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  v e r b s  a r e  concerned t h e  syntact ic  
r e l a t i o n s  which a r e  invo lved  a r e  t h o s e  which o b t a i n  between an argument 
( e i t h e r  a  noun o r  a  noun p h r a s e )  and i t s  p r e d i c a t e  (a v e r b ,  a  verb 
p h r a s e ,  o r  a  copu la ,  o r  a  p r e d i c a t e  a d j e c t i v e ,  o r  a  p r e d i c a t e  noun, or 
a  p r e d i c a t e  adverb c o n s t r u c t i o n ) .  On t h e  b a s i s  of  t h e i r  predicate 
f u n c t i o n s ,  P r i n c i p a l  v e r b s  i n  Newari can be  subd iv ided  i n t o  the 
fo l lowing  groups:  

1. Couple Verbs 
2. A t t r i b u t i v e  Verbs 
3. Impersonal  Verbs 
4. I n t r a n s i t i v e  Verbs 
5. T r a n s i t i v e  Verbs 

5.7.4 C o ~ u l a  Verbs 

Copula v e r b s  d e s c r i b e  o r  i d e n t i f y  t h e  argument (a noun o r  noun phrase 
i n  unmarked nominat ive  c a s e  f rame) .  There a r e  t h r e e  t y p e s  of copula 
v e r b s  i n  Newari. They a r e :  



1. ~dentificational Copula - kha-~/kha:/khata/khai --- 

tho j i g ~  cosii kha: 
thie my pen is 
This is my pen. 

2. Adjectival Copula ju-ye /&/jula /jwi : 

jigu 1H thike ju: 
my grament expensive is 
My garment is expensive. 

3. ~xistential/Possessive/Locative Copula da-ye/du:/dai 

jike dheb5 du 
I-with money is 
I have money. 

5.7.5 Attributive Verbs 

Attributive verbs are adjectival verbs. They are states, not events 
like transitive or intransitive or impersonal verbs. But like 
impersonal verbs, they do not inflect for the category of person. They 
predicate "attributes" of the argument. They do not have imperative 
form. Nearly all Newari Adjectives of Quality are attributive verbs in 
syntactic function. 

5.7.6 Impersonal Verbs 

Unlike Attributive Verbs, Impersonal Verbs are events. Their subjects 
are not actor as in Transitive or Intransitive Verbs. They do not 
inflect for the category of person and they do not have imperative 
form. Some examples of Impersonal Verbs are: 

dun-e (collapse) si-ye (know) ya-ye (like) 
kyan-e (trap) sa-ye (learn) ty5-ye (win) 
mhan-e (dream) thyan-e (reach) thu-ye (understand) 

5.7.7 Intransitive Verbs 

Intransitive verbs have actors and are events, but they do not have 
objects or goals. Their subjects can be either genitive or unmarked 
nominative but not agentive in case form, e.g.: 

bhau sane 
The cat moved. 

wo denaldana 
He sleptlwoke up. 

meci khola 
The child cried. 



5.7.8 Transitive Verbs 

Transitive verbs are events; they have both actor and goal, or subject 
and object. Some transitive verbs have two objects -- direct and 
indirect. They can be called bitransitive verbs. For example: 

 MI^: jita: kalam bila 
Mirii+agent I+dative pen give+past 
MEr5 gave me a pen 

The subject of a Newari transitive verb can be a noun or noun phrase in 
agentive or genitive case frame, e.g.: 

Miriiyii tho khH lomana 
MirG+gen. this fact forget+past 
MirH forgot this fact. 

Some transitive verbs have, on the other hand, only location objects. 
They can be considered semi-transitive, e.g.: 

MirS tha:chE wona 
MirS to her house go+past 
MirH went to her house 

AshG lle: lHtH 
AshH on the road leave+past 
AshH was left on the road. 

5.8 Particles 

A number 
stand as 
inflect . 

of small closed sets of words comprise Newari particles. They 
free morphemes. Most of them are free forms but they do not 
The following particles are found in contemporary Newari. 

Adverbs 
Postpositions 
Conjunct ions 
Intensifiers 
Prosententials 
Sentence Modifiers 
Emphatic Particles 
Negative Particles 
Question Particles 
Quotative Particles 
Expletive Particles 
Hortatory Particles 

5 . 8 . 1  Adverbs 

Newari has only a few native adverbs of place and adverbs of time. 
There are some adverbs of quantity, but numerous adverbs of manner. 



5 . 0 . 1 . 1  Adverbs of  P l a c e  

ana t h e r e  
thana h e r e  
gana where 

dune 
p ine  
nhya : ne 
1 iune  
dya : ne 
t a : l e  
kune 
t a l e  

i n s i d e  
o u t s i d e  
i n  f r o n t  
behind 
above 
below 
d o w n s t a i r s  
u p s t a i r s  

ukhe t h i t h e r  
thukhe h i t h e r  
gukhe whi the r  

duhg 
i h E _  

thiihg 
kwZhi 
nhyahz 
lihaf 
nhyapha : 
1 ipha : 

i n  
ou t  
UP 
down 
b e f o r e  
behind 
ahead 
back 

5.8 .1 .2  Adverbs of Time 

- 
a  : 
nhHpH 
l i p 5  
gubalC 
t h u g a s i  
ZkiwB 
iw6 
thzune 
naune 
thHG 
rnhiga : 
mhi : ga 
kanhe 
nhinhf  
kBsa 

now nhapii q u i t e  e a r l y  
e a r l y  libHkka q u i t e  l a t e  
l a t e  h i n l  aga in  
never  nhya3a 16 a  lway 
t h i s  y e a r  
n e x t  y e a r  
y e a r  a f t e r  t h e  n e x t  
l a s t  y e a r  
y e a r  b e f o r e  t h e  l a s t  y e a r  
today 
y e s t e r d a y  
day b e f o r e  y e s t e r d a y  
tomorrow 
d a i l y  
day a f t e r  tomorrow 

5.8.1.3 The a d v e r b i a l  n o t i o n s  of p l a c e  and t ime a r e  a l s o  expressed i n  
contemporary Newari by l o c a t i v e  and a b l a t i v e  c a s e  frames. For example: 

P l a c e  pasa:  
shop 

Time - kanhe 
tomorrow 

p a s a l a e :  pasa 15 
i n  t h e  shop from t h e  shop 

kanhae : kanhesg 
tomorrow from tomorrow 

5.8.1.4 Adverbs of Manner 

Newari h a s  i n t r i n s i c  adverbs  of manner a s  w e l l  a s  de r ived  ones .  The 
i n t r i n s i c  ones  can b e  subdivided i n t o  t h r e e  major groups:  

a .  T r a n s i e n t  ( j u s t  once) ,  e .g . ,  su tukka ,  putukka,  pulukka,  s u t t a ,  
p h y a t t a ,  e t c .  - 

b. Continuous,  e .  g. , sutuhii ,  puluhii, musuhii, iit5h5, jhwata ; ,  twil5h:. 
jag, e t c .  

C.  Dura t ive ,  e .g. ,  musumusu, s u t u s u t u ,  pulupulu ,  s u l u s u l u ,  t u l u t u l u .  
p h i r i p h i r i ,  s i r i s i r i ,  k i r i k i r i ,  kurukuru,  e t c .  



Newari l ex icon  i s  r i c h  i n  such ~ n ~ m a t ~ p o e t i ~  O r  p h o n e s t h e t i c  adverbs of 
manner. I t  should be noted t h a t  no t  a l l  t h e  p h o n e s t h e t i c  adverbs ,f 

manner have a l l  t h r e e  forms. 

AS f o r  t h e  de r ived  adverbs  of manner, t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  main sour-ce8 of  
d e r i v a t i o n :  

i. Pronominal 
ii. Verbal 

iii. A d j e c t i v a l  

Pronominally d e r i v e d  adverbs  of manner a r e  

t h a t h e  ( i n  t h i s  manner), a t h e  ( i n  t h a t  manner),  amthe ( i n  that  
m n n e r ,  addressee  proximate)  hiithC ( i n  t h a t  manner, remote),  wothg 
( i n  t h e  same manner) 

Verbal ly  d e r i v e d  adverbs  of manner a r e  i l l u s t r a t e d  by t h e  following 
sen tences :  

j i t a :  w6 tiiyeka s a : t a l a  
t o  me he+agent a u d i b l y  c a l l + p a s t  (from v e t b  tZ-ye, t o  h e a r )  
He c a l l e d  me aud ib ly .  

Ash5 s a k a s i y s  khafika wola 
AshZ by a l l  v i s i b l e  came+past (from verb  khan-e, t o  s e e )  
Ashii came e a s i l y  seen  by a l l .  

Adverbs of manner a r e  a l s o  d e r i v e d  from A d j e c t i v e s  by adding t h e  su f f ix  
-ka/-kka - -  t o  t h e  a d j e c t i v e  stem. For example: 

Adjec t ive  Adverb 

b i :  l a :  ( b e a u t i f u l )  ba: l ~ k a  
sZ: ( t a s t y )  sZkka 

5 . 8 . 1 . 5  Adverbs of Quant i ty  

Contemporary Newari h a s  some adverbs  of q u a n t i t y  such a s  t h e  following: 

Zpii (much), apo (more), bha t i c i i  (a l i t t l e ) ,  yeko (many), u l i  ( that  
much), t h u l i  ( t h i s  much), g u l i  (how much), phacIphako ( a s  much a s  
p o s s i b l e ) .  

5 . 8 . 2  P o s t p o s i t i o n s  

There a r e  on ly  a  few n a t i v e  p o s t p o s i t i o n s  i n  Newari. P o s i t i o n a l  
n o t i o n s  a r e  expressed  by nouns. P o s t p o s i t i o n s  f o l l o w  nouns,  pronouns, 
adverbs ,  n o n - f i n i t e  ve rb  forms, and o t h e r  p o s t p o s i t i o n s .  Pos tpos i t ions  
a r e  a l s o  used t o  e x p r e s s  c a s e - l i k e  r e l a t i o n s  of nouns. Some of the 
n a t i v e  p o s t p o s i t i o n s  a r e :  

nhya: ( b e f o r e ) ,  b e l e  ( a t ,  on t i m e ) ,  piikhe; r i k h e  ( towards ) ,  nipa 
( n e a r ) ,  l i s e  ( w i t h ) ,  l i s C  ( t o g e t h e r  w i t h ) ,  thC ( a s ) ,  l i k k a  (near ) ,  
n isE (from, s i n c e ) ,  takka (up t o ) ,  dhuAkZ ( a f t e r ) .  



Some of the conrmon loan postpositions are: 

bBre (about, on), satti (instead), lPgi (for), nimitta (for). 

5 . 8 . 3  Conjunctions 

Two types of conjunctions are in use in Newari: 

a. Coordinating 
b. Subordinating 

Coordinating conjunctions join two or more words, phrases, or clauses. 
Some examples of Newari coordinating conjunctions are: 

wo (and), na...na (neither ... nor), nH...n3 (as vell aslboth), - - 
killski (or), ale (then), ki...ki (either ... or), ju:s8 ...j u:sa 
(either ... of), makhusi (if not), tabi (even then), baru (rather), 
tale (until). 

Some examples of Newari subordinating conjunctions are: 

chSedh5sZ (literally, vhy say, i.e., because), eZ1dhi:sB (if), li 
(because), 63 (though, even though), aesi (if so), aeju:gulI 
(therefore), aeju:sa (although), aeju:sH (if so, then). 

Some of the most common loan subordinating conjunctions are: 

tara (but), yadi (if 1, yadyapi (though). 

5 . 8 . 4  Intensifiers 

Newari has a small number of intensifers such as sikka (very much, 
mostly used in colloquial speech), tassafi (with great force or 
intensity), sHpa (superlative), jaka (only), n5 (also), he (emphasis), 
etc. 

5.8.5  Prosententials 

Prosententials are words and phrases which function as sentences. Some 
of the typical Newari prosententials are: 

a. Responsive: 

Unmarked Respect (loan) 

hH/jyau (response to a call) ha jur 
kha: (positive) 
makhu (negative) 
da /de / j yu : (consent) hawas 
mhH : (negative) 
I (neutral) 
ale (request to continue) 
ka (surprise; dismay) 



b. Question Tags: 

kha : 1H 
h; 
nhi 
nhi 

c. Hortative: 

d. Vocative: 

ae, ye, yo (human) 
ii (non-human), le (to ward off animals) 
syu (to ward off birds) 

e. Exclamatory 

ah5 (appreciation), ayyi (pain), app5 (inflammation), ippu 
(in£ lammation) , chi, , chichi (disapproval) , dhikkar 
(condemns tion), yomZ (surprise), a y H 6  (fatigue) , syibis 
(benediction) , dhat teri (annoyance), hare siba (lament), 
dhanye (blessing) 

satye (swear), sisy5n5 hathy5 (literally by the crime of 
killing a cow), dharodharma (holding the truth of religion). 

5.8.6 Sentence Modifiers 

The sentence as a whole is modified by sentence modifiers. Newari 
sentence modifiers come at the beginning of the sentence. Some 
examples are: 

khatu/kha jZ/khali/khayZ (though, although) 
aeju:si/aesZ (if so, then) 
khl chu dh6:sZ (the fact is) 
jyu: sH (if possible) 
1s : si (probably) 
dhathE/dhithE dhHegu kha:s5 (actually, as a matter of fact) 

5.8 .7  Emphatic Particles 

These particles occur following a stem which is emphasized. They also 
occur between two elements of a reduplicated stem. Given below are 
some of the Newari emphatic particles: 

he (emphasis) 
Y a ipI phukka khiiyii khG (Every one of them is a 

cheat. ) 
jake (only) 
nH (also) 
1H (particularly) wo 1s wona (He - is gone; As for him, he is gone) 
nHpa (even) 



tc  ( s e l f )  w6tJ tho  saphu: j i t a :  b i l a  
(He himself gave t h i s  book t o  me.) 

t he tu  ( l i k e )  
jaka ( j u s t )  w6 khi jaka  sayekala 

(He d i d  no t  do anything o the r  than t a l k . )  
He j u s t  t a lked .  

Negative P a r t i c l e  

ma i s  t h e  Newari nega t ive  p a r t i c l e .  Its use i s  discussed i n  t he  - 
chapter on Syntax. 

5.8.9 Question P a r t i c l e s  

l h  i s  a  simple ques t ion  p a r t i c l e ;  lEki  i s  a  quest ion p a r t i c l e  h e r e  - 
there  a r e  two opt ions .  With content  ques t ions  t he  quest ion p a r t i c l e  is  
l e .  Given below a r e  some examples: - 

wo chC wona 18? 
he home go+past ques t ion  
Did he go home? 

wo chC wona l E k i  bwT: wona? 
he home go+past ques t ion  farm go+past 
Did he go t o  t h e  farm o r  home? 

wo gana wona l e ?  
he where go+past ques t ion  
Where d i d  he go? 

5.8.10 Quotative P a r t i c l e  

A quo ta t i ve  p a r t i c l e  occurs  a t  t he  end of a  sentence which i s  quoted; 
i t  i s  a  s u r f a c e  marker of hearsay e v i d e n t i a l  e.g.:  

wo wola hH 
he came+quotative 
It i s  s a i d  t h a t  he came. 

5 .8 .11  Persuasive P a r t i c l e  

A t  t h e  end of r eques t s ,  p o l i t e  proposals  and a l s o  commands,often a  
persuasive p a r t i c l e  occurs ,  e .g . :  

thana wii r e  
he re  come + per .  p a r t .  
Come he re  / w i l l  you come here?  

thana d i s l  r e  
he re  s i t + r e s p e c t  + pe r .  p a r t .  
P lease  s i t  down he re  / w i l l  you p l ea se  s i t  down here?  



5.8.12 Exple t ive  P a r t i c l e s  

Some educated Newari-speakers of Kathmandu tend t o  have t h e  habit  of 
i n s e r t i n g  " f i l l e r s "  i n  t h e i r  running speech.  They a r e  semantically 
vacuous and s y n t a c t i c a l l y  f u n c t i o n l e s s  excep t  a s  pauses  i n  a  running 
d i s c o u r s e .  Most of t h e s e  e x p l e t i v e  p a r t i c l e s  i n  educated speech are 
l o a n s  from Nepal i  o r  Hind i ,  e .g . :  

a r t h a t  ( t h a t  i s  t o  s a y ) ,  y5ne ( t h a t  i s ) ,  mane (meaning), cHine 
( t h a t  which i s  n e c e s s a r y )  

I n  uneducated Newari speech,  n a t i v e  e x p l e t i v e  p a r t i c l e s  a r e  more 
common. They v o c a l i z e  h e s i t a t i o n  i n  runn ing  speech.  The common ones 
a r e  5, *, g, j h i p i : ,  g, d u n i ,  a c h i ,  e t c .  

5.8.13 Hor ta to ry  P a r t i c l e s  

I n  p roposa l  c o n s t r u c t i o n s  such a s  "Let u s  go" e t c .  which a r e  inclus ive  
of t h e  speaker ,  t h e  p a r t i c l e  nu i s  used a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  sentence, - 
e.g.  : 

pySkh5 so:  wone nu 
dance s e e  go ( l e t  u s )  
Let u s  go t o  s e e  t h e  dance. 

When t h e  p r o p o s a l  i s  e x c l u s i v e  of t h e  speaker ,  t h e  sentence 
a u t o m a t i c a l l y  becomes a  command, and i t  t a k e s  t h e  p a r t i c l e  - hij 
( impera t ive  form of won-e, t o  g o ) ,  e . g . :  

woyata s a : t 5  h i  hi3 
to-him c a l l  b r i n g  go 
(Go t o )  c a l l  him. 



CHAPTER h 

SYNTAX 





6 .1  Phrase Types 

There a r e  f i v r  main t y p e s  o f  phrase  l e v e l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  contemporary 
Newari : 

a .  The Noun Phrase  
b. The Verb Phrase  
c .  Thc A d j e c t i v e  Phrase  
d. The Adverb Phrase  
e .  The P o s t p o s i t i o n  Phrase 

6.2 The Noun Phrase  

The noun p h r a s e  c o n s i s t s  of an o b l i g a t o r y  head which I s  e i t h e r  a noun 
o r  a  pronoun o r  a  gerundive o r  i n f i n i t i v e  verb.  A l l  m o d j f i c r s  a r e  
o p t i o n a l ,  and they  precede t h e  head,  g i v i n g  u s  a modiFiers(s) -modif ied 
phrase type.  When t h e  head noun i s  counted t h e  n u m e r a l - c l a s s i f i e r  
a lone f o l l o w s  t h e  head noun. 

6 . 2 . 1  Among t h e  major c l a s s e s  of nominhl m o d i f i e r s ,  t h e  fol lowing s h o r ~ l d  b e  
mentioned: 

1. Demonstra t ives  
2 .  P o s s e s s i v e s  
3. A d j e c t i v e s  

6.2.2 A s  Newari does  n o t  have t h e  A r t i c l e s  a n  i n d e f i n i t e  a r t i c l e  01 a s o r t  is  
formed by t h e  numeral - cha (one) followed by an a p p r o p r i s t e  c l a s s i f i e r .  
The d i s t i n c t i o n  between d e f i n i t e  and i n d e f i n i t e  use  of a  noun, however, 
does no t  depend on t h e  a c t u a l  occurrence of an  i n d e f i n i t e  a r t i c l ~ .  

6 .2 .3  The demons t ra t ives  - t h o  ( t h i s ) ,  wo ( t h a t ) ,  @ (addressee  proximate) ,  
and - hii ( f a r )  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e t w e e n n e a r  and f a r  d e i x i s .  

6 .2 .4  Newari does  n o t  have s e p a r a t e  possess ive  pronouns; g e n i t i v e s  of  
pe rsona l  pronouns s e r v e  a s  possess ive  pronouns. Possessiver;  a r e  formed 
by one of t h e  t h r e e  nominal iz ing s u f f i x e s :  

animate p o s s e s s o r  + animate head -ya 
animate p o s s e s s o r  + inanimate  head -yigu 
inanimate  p o s s e s s o r  + animate head -yamha 

6 . 2 . 5  The fo l lowing  nominal iz ing a f f i x e s  conver t  s t a t i v e  ve rbs  o r  verb  
phrases  i n t o  a t t r i b u t i v e  a d j e c t i v e s :  

S i n g u l a r  P l u r a l  

animate  -mha 
inanirna t e  -gU 



6 . 2 . 6  Demonstratives, possessives, and adjectives are combined with their 
head nouns in a noun phrase in two different ways: 

a. With a nominalizing affix 
b. Without a nominalizing affix 

The nominalizing affixes are obligatory with adjectives or adjective 
phrases or clauses; whereas they are optional in the case of posses- 
sives and demonstrative modifiers in the noun phrase. 

6 . 2 . 7  Since Newari is a classifier language, all of its count nouns are 
counted by numerals in combination with a specific classifier. Such 
classifiers follow the head noun whereas all modifiers precede the head 
noun. 

6 . 2 . 8  Given below are some typical Newari noun phrases: 

tho saphu: 
this book 
demonstrative thead noun 

tho j igu saphu: 
this my book 
demon.+ possessive+affix + head 

tho jigu nhu:gu saphu: 
this my new book 
demon.+ poss.+affix + adjective+affix + head 

tho jigu nhu:gu saphu: nigu: 
this my new book two+classif ier 
demon.+ poss.+affix + adj.+affix + head + numeral+classifier 

chamha ta:mimha manu: 
one+classifier + rich+affix + man 

tho jigu nhu:gu mhiga: chi nyinH byu:gu nigu: saphu: 
this my new yesterday you buy+past give+affix + numeral+ 

classifier + head 
demon.+ poss.+ adj.+affix + a nominalized clause+affix + 

numeral+classif ier + head 

6 . 2 . 9  In the normal unmarked noun phrase demonstratives and possessives 
precede adjectives. Demonstratives can occur in practically any 
pre-head position. Possessives, however, come either before adjectives 
or after adjectives but never between two or more adjectives. 

6 . 2 . 1 0  The word order in a Newari noun phrase between or among a sequence of 
adjectives is merely stylistic and semantically non-contrastive. But 
among demonstratives, possessives, and adjectives, an element that is 
closest to the head noun gets semantically focussed. 



6 .2 .11  In brief, given below are the constituents and structure of the Nevari 
noun phrase: 

(demonstratives) + (p0~8eSSi~es + nominalizing affixes) + (adjectives + 
nominalizing affixes) + Head Noun + (numeral + classifier) 

6.2.12 As a group- or phrase- inflecting language, the entire Noun Phrase can 
inflect for case -- the case-markr appearing on the last major element 
of a Noun Phrase. 

6.3 The Verb Phrase 

There are two types of finite verb phrases in Nevari: 

a. Simple Verb Phrase 
b. Complex Verb Phrase 

The simple verb phrase consists of a simple finite principal verb (past 
conjunct /past dis junctlnon-past conjunct Inon-past disjunct in f o m )  or 
a copula verb, or a stativelattributivelimpersonal verb. 

The complex verb phrase consists of an obligatory principal verb 
preceded andlor followed by non-finite verb forms such as Gerundives, 
Participles, Infinitives, Quotatives, Auxiliaries and Modal Auxiliariee 
which are often finite in form. 

6.3.1 Simple Verb Phrases 

Newari verbs are mostly monosyllabic roots such as dan-e (to stand), 
kg-ye (to take); or they are compound verbs prefixed with pre-verbal 
elements of various origins such as du-so-ye (to enter), lihg-won-e (to 
return), nuga:-sya-ye (to be miserly, to be hurt in one's feelings). A 
simple verb phrase consists of a principal verb (simple or compound) in 
one of the four possible finite forms, e.g.: 

Conjunct Disjunct 

Past j i woni 
Non-Pa s t j i wone 

6.3.2 Complex Verb Phrases 

chalwo wona 
chalwo voni 

A number of elements other than a root verb or a verb in finite form 
participate in a complex Newari verb phrase. Before going into the 
structure of these complex verb phrases a brief note on each of these 
participating elements may be relevant. Given below are the three main 
non-finite verb forms which participate in complex verb phrases: 



a .  Gerundive: The Gerundive form of a Newari verb i s  the  same a s  i ts 
f i n i t e  counterpar t  i n  Pas t  Conjunct form. For example, the  verb 
na-ye ( t o  e a t )  has  nay5 i n  Past  Conjunct; t h e  non - f in i t e  Gerundive 
form of t he  verb i s  a l s o  t h e  same, i .e . ,  nay5. 

b. P a r t i c i p l e :  The P a r t i c i p l e  form of a Newari verb i s  a l s o  the eame 
a s  Past  Conjunct o r  Gerundive, except t h a t  t h e  s tem-final  vowel i s  
always long i n  t h e  p a r t i c i p i a l  form of t h e  verb.  Thus f o r  the verb 
na-ye : 

I n f i n i t i v e  Pas t  Conjunct Gerundive P a r t i c i p l e  

na-ye nays nay5 nayii: 

c .  I n f i n i t i v e :  A Newari verb has  t h r e e  i n f i n i t i v e  forms o the r  than the 
c i t a t i o n  form. These a r e :  

i. - ta  form ( i n f i n i t i v e  of purpose) 
ii. -V: form (complement of a verb)  

iii. -gu form (nominalized form) 

Given below a r e  examples of t h e  t h r e e  i n f i n i t i v e  forms: 

i. apH nayegu mani 
much t o  e a t  no t  good ( f o r  h e a l t h )  
To e a t  too  much i s  not  good f o r  hea l th .  

ii. J i  saphu: t a :  wan5 - 
I book t o  leave  went 
I went t o  l eave  t h e  book. 

iii. j i  woneta danH 
I t o  go s tood up 
I s tood up t o  go. 

Other than these  I n f i n i t i v e ,  Gerundive, and P a r t i c i p i a l  forms of the 
verb ,  t h r e e  o the r  elements can p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a complex Newari verb 
phrase.  These a r e :  

a .  Copula Verbs (with o r  without emphasis) (Lis ted  i n  5.7.4) 
b.  Quotat ive dhakz:, and 
c.  Auxil iary and Modal Verbs (Lis ted  i n  5.7.2) 

Given below a r e  some examples of complex Newari verb phrases .  Nearly 
a l l  of t he se  samples a r e  compiled from Hale ( 1 9 7 0 ~ ) .  A s  t h e  t e x t s  a r e  
n a r r a t i v e  t h e  f i n i t e  forms a r e  almost e n t i r e l y  p a s t  d i s j u n c t  i n  form. 
It does no t ,  however, make any d i f f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  an 
ev ident  s c a r c i t y  of f i n i t e  i n f l e c t e d  forms and "a preponderance of 
nominal forms" (Jargensen, 1941:50). 

1. Gerundive + Auxil iary Verb 
wona cona 
go rema i n  
was going 



2. Infinitive + Aux. 
nene m- la 
lieten necessary 
became necessary to listen 

3. Nominalized Inf . + Aux. 
wonegu sola 
8" try 
tried to go 

4. Inf. of Purpose + Aux. 
biyeta wola 
give come 
came to give 

5. Inf. of Purpose + Nominalized Inf. 
woneta sogu 
80 see / t ry 
tried to go 

6. Reduplicative + Aux. 
sHsH wo la 
moveimove come 
came moving all the way 

7. Gerundive + Gerundive + Aux. 
dhasaeyHnZ syHnH bila 
sting kill give 
was killed by stinging 

8. Gerundive + Gerundive + Honorific Aux. 
hays biyH disH 
bring give stay 
please bring 

9. Gerundive + Nominalized lnf. + Aux. 
hZlH cBgu jula 
cry remain is 
happened to be crying 

10. Inf. + Nom. Inf. + Aux. 
wone tegu jula 
go begin is 
happened to be ready to go 

11. Gerundive + Gerundive + Aux. 
miyH wona cona 
sell go remain 
went on selling 

12. Nom. Inf. + Nom. Inf. 
sy Hyegu Y ~ J  
kill do 
used to kill 



13. Nom. Inf. + Gerundive + Aux. 
wonegu ~ U Y S  cona 
go happen remain 
happened/used to be to go(?) 

14. Gerundive + Nom. Inf. + Gerundive + Auxiliary 
cons naigu juyz cona 
remain eat happen remain 
happened/used to eat 

15. Gerundive + Gerundive + Nom. Inf. + Gerundive + Auxiliary 
chuni biyi chogu juya cona 
cook give send happen r ema in 
used to send giving cooked (bread) 

16. Gerundive + Gerundive + Gerundive + Gerundive + Auxiliary 
j onZ dhyh kakutini huttyayini chota 
catch beat push by neck push/throw send 
was thrown away held by (his) neck, caught and beaten(?) 

17. ~erundive+Gerundive+Gerundive+Gerundive+Inf.Nom.+Ger.+Aux. 
day5 sI joni luyii s5li ha:gu juya cona 
beat hold by hair drag pull bring happen remain 
happened to be dragged by (her) hair, pulled and beaten(?) 

18. Inf. + Auxiliary + Quotative + Auxiliary 
yiye mila dhakii sallh yiita 
do need say consult do 
decided (that) something was necessary to do 

19. Gerundive + Imperative + Quotative + Gerundive + Auxiliary 
mikhZtisin5 byu dhaki dhayi chota 
close (eyes) give say say send 
was sent being advised to close (his) eyes 

20. Gerundive + Honorific + Quotative + Finite Verb Principal 
bobiy5 disl dhaki : dhhla 
chide request say say 
requested to chide 

21. Gerundive+Honorific+Quotative+Gerundive+In£in.Nom.+Ger.+Aux. 
bobiyi disi dhak5: dhayh cofigu juyi cona 
chide request say say stay happen remain 
happened to be requesting to chide 

22. Copula + Copula 
du jwi: 
is be+future 

e.g., wo chZ: du jwi: 
He may be at home. 

23. du kha : 
e.g., wo che: du kha: 

He is at home / It is true that he is at home. 



24. Copula + Copula + Emphasis 
du kha 11 i 

e . g . ,  wo chE: du kha ni 
I t  s o  happens t h a t  he i s  a t  home. 

25. Copula + Copula + Emp. + Emp. 
du kha n i s Z 

e . g . ,  wo chE: du kha n i  eI  
I t  r e a l l y  happens t o  be  t h a t  he i s  a t  home. 

26.  I n f .  + I n f .  Nom. + Copula 
wone tenagu kha : 
go b e g i n  i s  
I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  (he)  i s  about t o  go.  

2 7 .  Xnf . + Neg. + Copula + Quota t ive  + Gerundive i Auxi l i a ry  
t a y e  ma+khu dhak5: l i t a c h o y a  b i l  a  
keep n o t  is say send back g ive  
s e n t  back unpermi t t ed  t o  s t a y  

6 . 3 . 2 . 1  Although t h e  c o n s t i t u e ~ i t  s t r u c t u r c s  of t h e  above samples of complex 
Newari v e r b  p h r a s e s  may appear  d i v e r s e  and u n r e s t r i c t e d ,  t h e  ron- 
s t i t u e n t s  a s  such a r e  l i m i t e d ,  b o t h  i n  number and t h e i r  p o s s i b l e  forms. 

6 . 3 . 2 . 2  The c o n s t i t u e n t s  of  a  complex Newari v e r b  phrase  such a s  Gerundives,  
P a r t i c i p l e s ,  I n f i n i t i v e s ,  Copulas,  and above a l l  t h e  A u x i l i a r i e s  have 
each 

a .  L e x i c a l  ( o r  semant ic )  meaning, a s  w e l l  a s  
b. Grammatical ( o r  f u n c t i o n a l )  meaning, such a s  temporal ,  modal, 

a s p e c t u a l ,  and e v i d e n t i a l  meaning. 

6 . 3 . 2 . 3  The temporal  meaning c a r r i e d  by a l l  t h e  Gerundives i s  always co- 
temporal  w i t h  t h e  a c t i o n  of t h e  main ve rb .  

6 . 3 . 2 . 4  The temporal  meaning c a r r i e d  by P a r t i c i p l e s ,  oil t h e  o t h e r  hand, i s  
always complete  b e f o r e  t h e  a c t i o n  of tlrc main ve rb .  

6 . 3 . 2 . 5  As "hearsay e v i d e n t i a l s "  t h e  Quota t ive  s u b o r d i n a t e s  a l l  t h e  v e r b s  t o  
i t s  l e f t  t o  t h e  v e r b s  t o  i t s  r i g h t ,  i . e . ,  t h e  main a c t i o n .  

6 . 3 . 2 . 6  I n  a  complex v e r b  p h r a s e  t h e  copula  t e n d s  t o  f u n c t i o n  a s  an  a u x i l i a r y ;  
and when i t  does  s o  i t  p r e s e n t s  " (presumpt ive)  e v i d e n t i a l "  t o  which t h e  
e n t i r e  p reced ing  v e r b  p h r a s e  i s  subord ina ted .  

6 . 3 . 2 . 7  I n f i n i t i v e s  p a r t i c i p a t e  a s  ve rb  complements o r  nominalized i n f i n i t i v e s .  

6 . 3 . 2 . 8  Each of  t h e s e  v e r b s ,  o t h e r  than  t h e  a u x i l i a r i e s ,  can a l s o  be analyzed 
a s  a  f i n i t e  o r  p r i n c i p a l  ve rb  "embedded in"  o r  subord ina ted  t o  t h e  main 
ve rb  o f  t h e  complex v e r b  phrase .  



6.3.2.9 Auxiliary verbs carry aspectual meanings which can be summed up in the 
following way: 

Perfective Imperfective lterative 

Directional Non-Directional r con-e 
I 

Redupl icated 
. (to remain) 

wo-ye thak-e iProgressive 
(to leave) ~ 5 ~ 2 ,  nan5, etc. + (to come) 

auxiliary 

won-e 
(to go) 

bi-ye 
(to give) 

kg-ye 
(to take) 

cho-ye 
(to send) 

- ten-e 
(to begin) 

-Incipient 

ha-ye 
[(to bring) 
-1nchoative 

yen-e 
(to carry) 
Dura t ive 

6.3.2.10 Directional auxiliaries are normally used to express perfective 
meaning. The choice between perfective and imperfective, particularly 
inchoative, interpretation depends upon the nature of the principal 
verb. For example, in pwii syanii wola (the stomach ache began) wola-is 
incipient in aspectual meaning, whereas in wo chE won2 wola (he had 
come from home) wola is perfective in sense. 

6.3.2.11 As a verb-f inal language, Newari auxiliary verbs carry temporal and 
aspectual meanings. Tense and aspect are often combined in one and the 
same auxiliary. Tense and modality are also generally combined in one 
and the same auxiliary verb. There are only a few modal auxiliaries in 
Newari. They are: 

pha-ye 
j i-ye 
da-ye 
kii-ye 
b i-ye 
cho-ye 
won-e 
wo-ye 
la-ye 
so-ye 
ma].-c 

(to be able) ability 
(to be permitted) permission 
(to be possible) possibility 
(to take) 
(to give) 
(to send) volition 
(to go) 
(to come) 
(to do something by mistake) 
(to try, to see) effort 
(to be necessary) necessity 

6.3.2.12 The examples of the complex verb phrases, cited on pp. 72-75, clearly 
show that there are some major co-occurrence restrictions between the 
non-finite forms of the verb (Gerundive and Infinitive) and the 
auxiliary verbs. These restrictions can be stated in the following 
way: 



i. Gerundive -;I forms can come only  b e f o r e  t h e  f o l l o v i n g  
a u x i l i a r i e s :  

Set  A ha-ye, tho-ye, ki -ye ,  b i -ye ,  con-e, wo-ye, won-e, yen-e,  
sau-e , so-ye 

b u t  n o t  b e f o r e  t h e  fo l lowing  a u x i l i a r i e s :  

Set  B mi l -e ,  pha-ye, j i - y e ,  dhun-e, ten-ye,  da-yo 

ii. I n f i n i t i v e s  (-el-ye forms) can come on ly  b e f o r e  t h e  fo l lowing  
a u x i l i a r i e s :  

Set  B mi l -e ,  pha-ye, j i - y e ,  dhun-e, ten-e ,  da-ye 

b u t  no t  b e f o r e  t h e  fo l lowing  a u x i l i a r i e s :  

Sct  A ha-ye, cho-ye, k5-yc, bi-ye ,  coc-e, wo-ye, won-ye, vc1:-c , 

san-e ,  so-ye 

iii. I n f i n i t i v e  - t a  form can cone on ly  b e f o r e  t h e  f o l l o v i n g  
a u x i l i o r i e s :  

S e t  A ha-ye, cho-ye, ka-ye, con-e, b i -ye ,  wo-ye, won-ye, yen-c, 
san-e,  so-ye 

b u t  n o t  b e f o r e  

Se t  B mal-e, pha-ye, j i - y e ,  dhun-e, ten-e ,  da-ye 

i v .  I n f i n i t i v ~  -gu f o m  i s  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h e  fo l lowing  a u x i l i a r i e s :  

SO-ye, san-e,  ju-ye, khan-e 

6.3 .2 .13 Mat isoff  (1978:76) ment ions  "complex ve rb  p h r a s e s  where t h e  meanirtg of 
t h e  head v e r b  i s  modif ied  by up t o  f o u r  a u x i l i a r y  v e r b s ,  sometimes wi th  
no i n t e r v e n i n g  markers  of t h i s  subord ina t ion"  a s  a  Southeas t  Asian 
a r e a l  grammatical  f e a t u r e .  Both f i n i t e  and n o n - f i n i t e  Kewari verb  
p h r a s e s  have a  h igh  p r o p e n s i t y  t o  c o n c a t e r ~ a t e .  A sequence of th ree  t o  
f o u r  v e r b s  is  u s u a l  i n  bo th  c o l l o q u i a l  and w r i t t e n  Newari. Up t o  n ine  
v e r b s  can be  "stacked" . i n  a  Newari ve rb  sequence,  w i t h  no o t h e r  
grammatical  c a t e g o r i e s  i n t e r v e n i n g  i n  between (Malla,  1982). 

6 . 3 . 2 . 1 4  Since  Newari i s  a  sub jec t -ob jec t -ve rb  language t h e  g e n e r a l  tendency of 
a l l  a d v e r b i a l  m o d i f i e r s  is  t o  come b e f o r e  t h e  head ve rb .  Whereas t h e r e  
is  no c o n s t r a i n t  on a d v e r b i a l  m o d i f i c a t i o n  a t  t h e  beginning of a 
complex v e r b  p h r a s e ,  sbch m o d i f i e r s  cannot be  i n s e r t e d  a t  a11 p l a c c s  ir. 
t h e  v e r b  p h r a s e .  For example, t h e  a d v e r b i a l  makhaiika ( s t e a l t h i l y )  car1 
be  i n s e r t e d  i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  v e r b  phrase:  

makhafika l z k g  hay5 cohgu juyii cona 
happened t o  have been brought  s t e a l t h i l y  snatched 



\:e can a l s o  have: 

a .  lakZi: makhaika hay5 coigu juyZ cona 
b.  l a k a :  hay5: makhaika coigu juy5  cona 

*c. l a k a :  haya coiigu makhaika juy5  cona 
*d. liik5: hay5 coigu juy5 makhaika cona 

Whereas i n  s e n t e n c e s  a ,  and b ,  d i f f e r e n t  v e r b s  a r e  modified by the 
a d v e r b i a l ,  *c and *d a r e  obv ious ly  unaccep tab le .  

6 . 3 . 2 . 1 5  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  n o n - f i n i t e  ve rb  forms and a u x i l i a r y  v e r b s ,  t h e  head 
ve rb  can be  modif ied  by a  number of p a r t i c l e s ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  forms which 
a r e  a d v e r b i a l  i n  s e n s e .  For example, g iven  below a r e  some of the 
o b l i q u e  forms of t h e  v e r b  kane ( t o  t e l l ) :  

k a n i  : na 
kZ sa 
kii s Z  n5 
kana li 
kana ka t hB 
kanZ b e l e  
kane wo 
k i  t a l e  
kH s e l i  

i s  going t o  t e l l  
i f  t o l d  
even i f  t o l d  
a £  t e r  having t o l d  
immediately a f t e r  t e l l i n g  
a t  t h e  t ime of t e l l i n g  
a £  t e r  t e l l i - n g  
a s  long  a s  b e i n g  t o l d  
a f t e r  having t o l d  

6 . 3 . 3  Non-Finite Verb Phrase  

Given below a r e  some t y p e s  of  n o n - f i n i t e  v e r b  p h r a s e  i n  Newari. Most 
of t h e s e  a r e  a d v e r b i a l  i n  meaning and f u n c t i o n .  I n f i n i t i v e s  and 
nominal ized i n f i n i t i v e s  a l s o  f u n c t i o n  a s  s u b j e c t  of a  ve rb  or  
complement of a v e r b :  

1. won5 woye dhuika:  
go come f i n i s h  

Gerundive + I n f i n i t i v e  + p a r t i c i p l e  
a f t e r  having gone 

2 .  s i d h a y a  wona dhZla dhiiyewo 
f i n i s h  go say  say  

Gerundive + p a s t  d i s j u n c t  + p a s t  d i s j u n c t  + o b l i q u e  form 
as/when ( i t )  came t o  be  f i n i s h e d  

3 .  l i k i i  hay5 cofigu juya  c6sa  
s n a t c h  b r i n g  remain happen remain (ob l ique  form) 
Ger. + Ger. + Nom. I n f .  + Ger. + Oblique form 
i f  (he)  happens t o  have brought  (something) by s n a t c h i n g  

6 . 4  The A d j e c t i v e  Phrase  

Newari a d j e c t i v e  phrase  c o n s i s t s  of a n  a d j e c t i v e  head and a  
nomina l i z ing  a f f i x  bo th  of which a r e  o b l i g a t o r y  and some of the  
fo l lowing  c o n s t i t u e n t s  a l l  of which a r e  o p t i o n a l :  



gl B imha 
the lean one 

adjective + nom.+af f ix 

taski gdsimha 
the very lean one 

hEgwH the gisimha 
coal like lean 

intensifier + adj.+ affix 

postpositional phraee + add.+ aff. 

RitH s i U  sHp he gHsimha postpositional phrase + intensifier 
Rita than very emphasis + adj.+affix 

nimha-mha pHsH 
the second friend 

thanyagu bhigu lakaQ 
such good shoe 

RitQyZgul-mha 
Rita's 

numeral+classifier + affix + adj. 

proadjective+affix + adj.+ affix 
+ noun 

samsHr phukka ca7rilH woye dhuiku:mha 
world all travel+past disjunct + to come + finieh + state + 

nominalizing animate affix + adjective clause+affix 
one who has travelled the world 

6.4 .1  Some non-finite verb phrases can function as attributives to noun head. 
Like adjectives they, too, are followed by a nominalizing affix, e.g.: 

woyH aelH tonegu b5ni madu 
he+genitive + non-finite VP+nominalizing affix + habit + 

negative+is 
He does not have drinking habits. 

6.5 The Adverb Phrase 

Newari adverb phrase consists of an obligatory adverb head, often 
preceded by modifiers. For example: 

buluhii 
slowly 

adverb 

bhacH buluhii modifier + adverb 
a little slowly 

buluhii buluhii reduplicated adverb 
slowly but steadily 

athelathe task6 bg:llka adverb of manner + intensifier + adverb 
that very finely 



Often  Newari adverb  p h r a s e s  a r e  formed by p e r i p h r a s t i c  ve rb  phrase  o f  a 
n o n - f i n i t e  n a t u r e  which p recedes  and m o d i f i e s  t h e  main ve rb .  FO, 

example : 

w6 dhaigu khH nyan5 man t a y a :  j y 5  y 5 t a  - - 
he + t o  s a y + a f f i x  + t a l k  + t o  l i s t e n i - p a s t  

c o n j u n c t  + mind + g i v e i - p a r t i c i p l e  + work + p a s t  d i s j u n c t  
He worked o b e d i e n t l y  w i t h  i n t e r e s t .  

Some Newari adverb  p h r a s e s  o f  p l a c e ,  manner, o r  t ime  a r e  c o n s t i t u t e d  by 
p o s t p o s i t i o n s  preceded e i t h e r  by a  noun, a  v e r h ,  o r  by an a d j e c t i v e .  
For example: 

chC l i k k a  noun + p o s t p o s i t i o n  
house n e a r  
n e a r  t h e  house  

wone nhya: 
t o  go b e f o r e  
b e f o r e  go ing  

s a l a  thC 
h o r s e  l i k e  
l i k e  a  h o r s e  

v e r b  + p o s t p o s i t i o n  

noun + p o s t p o s i t i o n  

The P o s t p o s i t i o n  Phrase  

Newari p o s t p o s i t i o n  p h r a s e  c o n s i s t s  of one o r  more ob l iga to ry  
p o s t p o s i t i o n s  preceded by one of t h e  fo l lowing :  

Noun/noun p h r a s e  
A d j e c t i v e  Phrase  + nomina l i ze r  
Adverb Phrase  
Non-Fin3.te Verb Phrase  

Given below a r e  some examples of each type :  

R i t a  n5pa 
R i t a  w i t h  
w i t h  R i t a  

t h a k 5 l i  thC 
e l d e r  a s  

noun + p o s t p o s i t i o n  

a d j e c t i v e  + p o s t p o s i t i o n  

pyamha l i p 5  a d j e c t i v e  + c l a s s i f i e r  + p o s t p o s i t i o n  
f o u r t h  a f t e r  
a f t e r  t h e  f o u r t h  one 

c h a c i  l i p 5  
n i g h t  a f t e r  
a f t e r  n i g h t  

adverb + p o s t p o s i t i o n  



s o b  : t i  adverb + pos tpos i t ion  
t h r ee  + t imes + f o r  
f o r  t h r e e  t imes 

hHli cona b e l e  non- f in i te  VP + pos tpos i t ion  
cry+gerundive + remain+gerundive + a t  t he  time 
while c ry ing /  a t  t h e  time of crying 

6 . 5 . 4  ~ e w a r i  p o ~ t p ~ s i t i ~ n  phrases  can take  more than one p o s t p o ~ i t i o n  i n  a  
phrase. For example: 

Sont i  nhya: nisC 
Sont i  f e s t i v a l  + before  + from 
before  t h e  f e s t i v a l  of Sont i  

bahani l i p 5  n i s 6  t i n i  
n igh t  + a f t e r  + from + only 
only s i n c e  t h e  end of t he  n igh t  

6 .6  Basic Clause Types 

Clause types  i n  Newari can be analyzed e i t h e r  i n  terms of observable 
morphological ca se s  of t h e  cons t i t uen t s  of a  c lause  o r  i n  terms of 
t h e i r  l o g i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  The former i s  based on case-marker 
s i g n a l s ,  t h e  l a t t e r  on "case-like r e l a t i o n s  such a s  a c t o r ,  undernoer - 
and s i t e "  which a r e  l o g i c a l  o r  semantic r o l e  complexes. However, "any 
ana lys i s  of c l ause  s t r u c t u r e  i n  Newari must d e a l  i n  one way o r  another  
with s i x  morphological cases." (Hale and Manandhar, 1980:79) 

6.6.1 Clause Types: Morphological Approach 

Newari c l ause  types  can be analyzed by grouping them on the  b a s i s  of 
t h e i r  observable  o r  su r f ace  organiza t ion .  Given below a r e  t h e  c lause  
types KSlver (1976) has  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  contemporary Newari on t he  b a s i s  
of case-markers i n  Noun Phrases: 

Clause Type 1 Gopil  guru 
Gopal t eacher  
unmarked animate + unmarked animate 

Clause Type 2 Gopal guru j u l a  
Gopal t eacher  became. 
unmarked animate + umkd. an. + predica te  

Clause Type 3 wo khola 
He c r i ed .  
umkd. an.+ Pred. 

Clause Type 4 R5m GopHlyHta mabhi 
G m  i s  not  good f o r  Gopal. 
umkd. an. + d a t i v e  + pred. 



Clause  Type 5  GopHl l o h l n t a e :  d a l e  
GopHl s l i p p e d  on a  s t o n e .  
umkd. an.  + l o c a t i v e  + pred .  

Clause  Type 6  

Clause  Type 7 

Clause  Type 8 

Clause Type 9 

Clause  Type 10 

Clause  Type 11 

Clause  Type 12 

Clause  Type 13 

Clause  Type 14 

Clause  Type 15 

Clause  Type 16 

Clause  Type 17 

N 

GopHl l H s i  dana 
Gopal g o t  up from t h e  bed. 
unmkd. an. + a b l a t i v e  + pred.  

j i m i  kaliiyake b o g s i  wola 
My w i f e  is  possessed .  
( l i t .  s p i r i t  comes t o / w i t h  my w i f e )  
l o c a t i v e  an .  + umkd. + pred .  

i p i :  me h a l a  
They sang a  song.  
a g e n t  + umkd. inan imate  + pred .  

C W ~ ~ U  ga: 
Snow f e l l .  
umkd. inan imate  + pred .  

j i t a :  puth5 k a l a  
A t h o r n  p i e r c e d  me. 
d a t i v e  + umkd. inan imate  + pred .  

jBk i :  wZ du 
i n  r i c e  + paddy + is  
There  i s  some paddy i n  t h e  r i c e .  
l o c a t i v e  inan imate  + umkd. inan imate  + pred.  

j i k e  dhebZ madu 
I have no money. 
l o c a t i v e  animate  + umkd. inan imate  + pred.  

wo thbguli i  l h o t a  
The drunkard vomited.  
a g e n t i v e  + pred .  

RBmi  dheba n i t a  
RHm counted money. 
a g e n t i v e  + umkd. inan imate  + pred .  

j i  chan ta  bHkhl kane 
T w i l l  t e l l  a  s t o r y  t o  you. 
a g e n t i v e  + d a t i v e  + umkd. inanim. + pred .  

j I  masi:  kalam thunB 
I dipped t h e  pen i n  i n k .  
a g e n t i v e  + d a t i v e  + umkd. inanim. + pred .  

mZml macByBta dBla 
The mother b e a t  t h e  c h i l d .  
a g e n t i v e  + d a t i v e  + pred.  



Clause Type 18 p u l i s i  khC jona 
The p o l i c e  caught t h e  t h i e f .  
a g e n t i v e  + umkd. animate  + pred.  

Clause Type 19 i m i s l  dya:yiita me syHta 
They s a c r i f i c e d  t h e  b u f f a l o  t o  t h e  God. 
a g e n t i v e  + d a t i v e  + umkd. animate  + pred.  

Clause Type 20 k h i c g  p u l i :  nyBta 
The dog b i t  on t h e  knee. 
a g e n t i v e  + l o c a t i v e  + pred.  

Clause Type 21  jf j i m i  kaliiyHta a s p i t a l a  choye 
T w i l l  send my w i f e  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  
a g e n t i v e  + d a t i v e  + l o c a t i v e  + pred.  

Clause Type 22 r imyata  c i k u l a  
( l i t .  t o  l G m  + became c o l d )  
Ra-m i s  f e e l i n g  co ld .  
d a t i v e  + pred .  

Clause Type 23 ko thae  : khyEla 
( l i t .  i n  t h e  room + became dark)  
It became d a r k  i n  t h e  room. 
l o c a t i v e  + pred .  

Clause Type 24  rZmy5 ch iku la  
( l i t .  Ra-m's + became c o l d )  
Riim i s  f e e l i n g  c o l d .  
g e n i t i v e  + pred .  

Clause Type 25 rHmyii maci lomana 
Ram f o r g o t  t h e  c h i l d .  
g e n i t i v e  + umkd. animate + pred.  

6 . 6 . 2  The l i s t  of c l a u s e  t y p e s  r e v e a l s  two c r u c i a l  f e a t u r e s  of c l a u s e  
s t r u c t u r e  i n  Newari: 

a .  Not o n l y  a g e n t i v e  bu t  a l s o  d a t i v e ,  l o c a t i v e ,  g e n i t i v e ,  and 
unmarked nominat ive  c a s e  can occupy t h e  p o s i t i o n  of  theme, 
t o p i c ,  argument,  o r  " sub jec t "  i n  a  Newari c l a u s e .  

b .  The unmarked nominat ive  c a s e  can occupy bo th  t h e  s u b j e c t  and t h e  
o b j e c t  o r  complement p o s i t i o n s .  

Ana lys t s  have,  t h e r e f o r e ,  commented t h a t  " i n  tiewari, sememic f u n c t i b n  
is  much e a s i e r  t o  work w i t h  than  grammatical  f u n c t i o n  a t  e a r l y  s t a g e s  
of t h e  a n a l y s i s . "  (Hale and Manandhar, 1980:93) 

6.6.3 Clause  Types: L o g i c a l  Approach 

An a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  t h e  morphological  c a s e  approach i s  the l o g i c a l  o r  
sememic f u n c t i o n  approach t o  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of c l a u s e  types .  This  
approach i s  based on 



a .  Three role complexes for the Noun Phrases in a clause: nuch a s ,  
actor, undergoer, and site 

h. Two predicate categories for verbs: state and event 

6 . 6 . 3 . 1  Givcn below is a list of Newari clause types identified on the basis of 
these criteria. The list is adapted from Hale and blanandhar's work 
(1971) :  

Eventive Predication 

Actor Undergoer Site Event 
A.  Transitive Set 

Eitransitive w6 saphu : jita: bila 
Transitive w6 ~ZSI x dala 
Semitrans. wo x chE wona 
Intransitive w o x x dana 

B. Receptive Set 

Disreceptive x wo lIki j ita: j ila 
Receptive x RIm khwiiC jula 
Semirecep t ive x x MirZyI tyiinula 
Event ive x x x x 

Stative Predication 

Actor Undergoer Site State 
C. Stative Set 

Distative w o y ~  jhi: ta kothIe: khyiikabyu: 
Stative w6 x wo kothiie: khyiiku: 
Semistative cha x skula w6 : 
Descriptive x x x x 

D. Attributive Set 

Diattributive x tho gI jita: pyad6 tu: 
Attributive x tho g~ x lumu : 
Semiattributive x x wo kothiie: khyii: 
Circumstantial x x x x 

6.6.3.2 The receptive and attributive sets do not have actors. In the 
transitive set also only bitransitive and transitive clauses have 
actors marked for agent. 

6.6.3.3 A closer look at the semantic role complexes shows that they have no 
one-to-one correspondence with morphological cases nor with grammatical 
functions. For example: 



Role - Case -. Gramma t ica I Function 

Actor Unmarked Nominative Subject 
Actor Agent ive Subject 
Actor Genitive Subject 

L1ndergoer Unmarked Nominative Object 
Undergoer Da t ive Indirect Object 
Undergoer Dative Subject in Direceptive, 

Receptive, Djstative, 
Attributive, and 
Diattrihutjve Clauses 

Site Unmarked Nominative Indirect Object 
Site Dative Subject ? 
Site Genitive Bound Locatives of Source, 

Goal, and Place 

6.6.3.4 As semantic roles, morphological cases and grammatical functions do tlot 
correspond in one to one terms it is also possible to cl~?aiyze tlie 
clause types in terms of the grammatical functions of noun phrase5 ar:d 
other constituent. This is what Shresthacarya 1964, Sthapit 1!1;4 and 
Hashimoto, (1977: 278-285) have done in their analyses. Hashimotv in 
particular lists 132 "sample sentence types." 

6.7 Word Order and Focus 

6.7.1 Word Order at the Phrase Level - 
6.7.1.1 The Noun Phrase 

The unmarked word order in a Kewari noun phrase is: 

(demonstratives)+(possessives)+(adjectives) + noun + (numeral* 
classifier) 

tho jigu nhu:gu saphu: nigu: 
this my new book two+classif ier 

It is possible to change this order into a marked one where 
demonstratives or possessives can be put in focus. Whatevcr is placed 
immediately before the noun head is in focus. Thus numeral+classif ier 
too can be focussed by placing it just before the noun head. 

The only constraint in changing the word order in an NY is that 
demonstratives or possessives or both must either precede or follow the 
adjectives if there are more than one adjective in an NP, so that 

tho jigu nhu:gu thikegu saphu: nigu: 
this my new expensive book two+classifier 

can be reordered 



t h o  nhu:gu th ikegu  j i g u  saphu: n igu :  ( p o s s e s s i v e  focus) 
nhu:gu th ikegu  j i g u  t h o  saphu: n igu :  (demons t ra t ive  f ocus) 
nhu:gu th ikegu  j i g u  t h o  n igu :  saphu: (numeral f ocue) 

b u t  no t  

* tho  nhu:gu j i g u  th ikegu  saphu: n i g u :  
* j i g u  nhu:gu t h o  th ikegu  saphu: n i g u :  

That i s  t o  s a y ,  demons t ra t ives  o r  p o s s e s s i v e s  have e i t h e r  t o  precede 
t h e  a d j e c t i v e s  o r  t o  f o l l o w  them; they cannot  come between two 
a d j e c t i v e s .  

6 .7 .1 .2  The Verb Phrase  

The word o r d e r  i n  a s imple  Newari v e r b  phrase  is: 

( p r e v e r b a l  element)+verb+(auxiliary)+(honorific)+(post-verbal 
m o d i f i e r s )  

lih~+won~+con5+disl+(modif iers i n  non-f i n i t e  VPs) 

Newari b e i n g  a  sub jec t -ob jec t -ve rb  language a d v e r b i a l  m o d i f i e r s  come 
b e f o r e  t h e  f i n i t e  v e r b  o r  ve rb  phrase .  

6 .7 .2  Word Order a t  t h e  Clause  Level  

6 .7 .2 .1  Newari i s  a  sub jec t -ob jec t -ve rb  language,  and a s  such t h e  ve rb  phrase 
i n v a r i a b l y  o c c u r s  a t  t h e  c l a u s e - f i n a l  p o s i t i o n ,  t e r m i n a t i n g  i n  an 
a u x i l i a r y  v e r b ,  whenever i t  i s  p r e s e n t .  

6.7.2.2 I n  a n  unmarked c l a u s e  t h e  theme i s  i t s  s u b j e c t .  Other  e lements  of the 
c l a u s e  can b e  "thematized" by b r i n g i n g  them t o  t h e  c l a u s e  i n i t i a l  
p o s i t i o n ,  e .g . :  

w6 j i t a :  saphu: b i l a  
he  me book givei-past  d i s j u n c t  

j i ta :w6 saphu: b i l a  ( i n d i r e c t  o b j e c t  themat ized)  

saphu: w6 j i t a :  b i l a  ( d i r e c t  o b j e c t  themat ized)  

6 .7 .2 .3  Adjuncts  and m o d i f i e r s  such a s  adverbs ,  adverb  p h r a s e s ,  p o s t - p o s i t i o n a l  
p h r a s e s  can come i n  any p r e - f i n a l  p o s i t i o n ,  and t h e y  can  b e  thematized 
too .  

6.7.2.4 For adverbs  and adverb p h r a s e s  t h e  unmarked p o s i t i o n  i s  immediately 
b e f o r e  t h e  ve rb  o r  ve rb  p h r a s e .  Any o t h e r  p o s i t i o n  f o r  them i s  
"marked" though on ly  i n  t h e  c l a u s e - i n i t i a l  p o s i t i o n  they a r e  
"thematized".  



6.8. Concord 

6.8.1 A major concord Pattern at the phrase level is the agreement between 
the noun head and other elemente of an NP. The deeonetratives are 
indifferent as to number or gender of the head noun. The poeeeesivee 
agree in gender (animte/inanimate) with the head noun. Mjectivee 
agree with the head noun both in number and gender. For example: 

Singular Plural 

animate j i e  nhu:mha khici - jimha nhu:& khicita - 
inanimate j i ~  n h u : ~  saphu: 

6 .8 .2  At the clause level, in statements Newari verbs agree with first 
person, taking the conjunct or -5 form; with non-first person, Newari - 
verbs take the disjunct form or -a form. In questione, however, with a 
first person and third person the verb is in the disjunct or -a form. 
The conjunct form or -a - form comes only with a second For 
example, khan-e, to see -- 

Person Statement 

1st Conjunct khani 
2nd Disjunct khana 
3rd Disjunct khana 

Quest ion 

Die j unc t khana 
Conjunct khan: 
Disjunct khana 

1st ji: saphu: khans jT: saphu: khana lH? 
2 nd chH: saphu: khana ch5: saphu: khan5 lii? 
3rd w6: saphu: khana w6: saphu: khana lZ? 

6.9. Negation 

Affirmative constructions are converted into negative ones by means of 
the negative particle -ma and its variants - mate (imperative), makhu 
(identitive), - madu (existential), malu: (attributive), maphu 
(abilitive) , majyu: (permissive/concessive) , matyo (permissive), mugla 
(obligative), and - mhH: (willingnese). 

6.9.1 The verb phrase alone participates in the negativization process. In 
compound verbs the negative particle is always knserted b2fore the 
base, neverw be£ ore the pre-verbal prefix, e. g. : ba : -1Z-ye>ba:-ma-lHye, 
never *ma-ba:-15-ye. The negative particle comes between the prefix and 
the base. 

6 .9 .2  Given below are some examples of how Newari verb phrases -- simple as 
well as complex ones -- undergo negativization in Nevari: 

Past Conjunct j i wonS 
(I went) 

j i mawoni 



P a s t  D i s j u n c t  wolcha wona 
( ~ e / y o u  went)  

wolcha mawona 

j i wone 
( I  w i l l  go) 

j i  wone -. m k h u  Fu tu re  C on j unc t 

wolcha woni wolcha woni makhu 
(Helyou w i l l  go) 

F u t u r e  D i s j u n c t  

Impera t ive  cha wZ 
(you come) 

cha wo-ye mate 

mac5y5ta ny i i s ik i  mac5ySata nyiisike mate -- 
(Cause t h e  c h i l d  walk) 
(Make t h e  c h i l d  walk) 

Causa t ive  

S t a t i v e  wo thana  wo: wo thana wo-ye-gu mays 
(He used t o  come h e r e )  
(He comes h e r e )  

wo ch6 madu 
wo ch5 du 

(He i s  a t  home) 

E x i s t e n t i a l  
Copula 

t h o  saphu: makhu: 
t h o  saphu: kha:  

(Th i s  i s  a book) 

I d e n t i t i v e  
Copula 

t h o  l a k g  bg: l a  j u :  
t h o  l 5 k g  b g : l 5  maju: A t t r i b u t i v e  

Copula 
(Th i s  shoe i s  l o v e l y )  

t h o  saphu: kayZ dimate 
t h o  saphu: kayZ d i s 5  

(Take t h i s  book) 

Impera t ive+  
H o n o r i f i c  S u f f .  

wo denZ cona wo den5 macd 
(He i s  s l e e p i n g )  

F i n i t e  Verb+Aux . 

wo dene pl.11.1 wo dene maphu 
(He can s l e e p )  

A b i l i t i v e  

wo dene jyu:  wo dene majyu: 
(He may s l e e p )  

Pe rmiss ive  

wo dene t y o  wo dene matyo 
(He i s  a l lowed t o  s l e e p )  

O b l i g a t i v e  

j i dene nhy5: j i  dene - mha 
( I  l i k e  t o  s l e e p )  

W i l l i n g n e s s  



Anticipative wo 6ani:na wo masam 
(He is goint to move) 

Anticipative wo sani tin1 vo sen1 mkhute 
(He will move) 

Optative wo sane 6: wo masane m5: 
(May he move) 

Gerundive wo sang wona wo maease wona 
(He went moving) 

6.10 Questions 

Questions can be asked in Newari in three different ways: 

a. By using interrogative pronouns 
b. By adding interrogative particles to statements, 
c.  By changing the intonation pattern of statements 

6.10.1 There are three types of questions: 

a. Content-questions, asked by using interrogative pronouns 
b. Yeslno-questions, asked by using interrogative particlee, and 
c.  Tag questions, folloving a statement 

The following are the examples of each type: 

a. Rita gana wona 
RitZ where go+past disjunct 
Where did Rit5 go? 

b. Rit5 thana du 15 
RitH here is + interrogative particle 
Is Rita here? 

c. kha (1H) 
is (int. particle) 
Is that so? 

Tag Question 

khai (la) 
Is that true/possible? 

6.10.2 There are some interrogative pronouns which participate in forming 
content-questions in Newari. Some of these are: 

su (who), chu (what), gu- (which); gana (where), gabale (when), 
gathe (how), gukhe (where+direction) , go- (how many times) 



6.10.3 The following are the interrogative particles which, when added to  
statements, make questions: 

1 ~ ,  kha 1Z, la'ki + negative verb, kha: 1; (only with the quotative 
particle hi), kha: 15 si - 

Examples : 

wo thana wola 2 Did he come here? 

wo thana mhiga: wola khalH Did he come here yesterday? 

w0 thana mhiga: wO1a kha lHki Did he come here yesterday or not? 
(confirmation of a doubt) 

wo mhiga: thana woln - kha: -- 1s SE he come here yesterday? 
(confirmation of a suspicion) 

6.10.4 Tag questions generally follow statements. Mostly, they are a phrase 
or a word. e.g.: 

khai la (Is that so?), kha: 1H (Is that true?) 

Interrogative pronouns in isolation also function as tag question 
particles. 

6.10.5 Questions call be formed by changing the intonation pattern of 
statements. For example: 

z \ b u t a  
Rita lost (the game) 

 it G i F a  
Did Rita lose the game? 

  it H P e  
Rita lost the game? 

Statement 

Quest ion 

Tag Question 

6.11 Nominalization 

Newari has three nominalizing a£ f ixes which turn verbal forms, verbal 
phrases, clauses and sentences into nouns. They both nominalize and 
lexicalize non-nominal units and structures into nominals. These 
nominalizing affixes are: 

animate suffixes inanimate suffix 

Singular -mha -gU 

Plural -pi : x 



6 . 1 1 . 1  Norninalizatlon of  Verb Plirase 

-mha t hana ha l a  
h e r e  br ing+past  d i s j u n c t  
brought  h e r e  

t hana ha : mha 
t h e  one who was brought hert 

maphu 
is n o t  a b l e  

maphupP: 
t h o s e  who a r e  not  a b l e  

j i  dayaka 
I prepare+past  conjunct  

ji dayakagu 
t h a t  which I prepared 

6 .11 .2  Nomical iza t ion of Clause  

The a f f i x  nomina l i zes  e n t i r e  c l a u s e s ,  e.g.: 

s a l a  h i l Z  ha: 
The h o r s e  n e i g h s  ( h a b i t u a l )  

s a l a  hHlH ha:gu tHye du 
The ne igh ing  of h o r s e  can be heard .  

j i t a :  la: nyiye  ma: 
I have t o  buy shoes .  

j i t a :  lZkH nyiiye rni:gu au. 
I have t o  buy shoes .  

j i t a :  1HkS nyHye m5:gu madu 
It is n o t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I have t o  buy shoes. 

6.11.3  Nominal.ization of A d j e c t i v e s  

Newari h a s  no d i s t i n c t  c l a s s  of  a d j e c t i v e s .  By and l a r g e ,  the  f u n c t i o ~ ,  
of p r e d i c a t i v e  a t t r i b u t i o n  i s  performed by verbs i n  s t a t i v e  form. 
These p r e d i c a t i v e  a t t r i b u t e s  o r  s t a t i v e  v e r b s  can be convertcd i n t o  
a t t r i b u t i v e  a d j e c t i v e s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  an NY by means o f  t h e  
nomina l i z ing  a f f i x e s ,  e .g . :  

t h o  1 5  tuyu 
T h i s  garment is whi te  

t h o  tuyugu 1S 
T h i s  w h i t e  garment 



tho manu: hiiku 
This msn is black 

tho hakumha manu: 
This black man 

tho misata b2:lii: 
There women are attractive 

tho bi:lipI: misata 
These attractive women 

6.11.4 The nominalizing affixes convert various non-nominal structures into 
units that to morphology and syntax can be treated as nouns because 
these nominalized structures have all the six morphological cases just 
as any other noun. That is to say, as a group inflecting language 
Newari nominalized constructions enter into full morphological 
paradigms and syntactic relations just like any other noun. (See 
KBlver, 1977 for further details.) 

6.12 Sentence Combination: Subordination and Coordination 

Newari sentences are combined in two ways: 

a. Subordination: Clause or clauses or phrase or phrases embedded 
in a sentence 

b. Coordination: two or more clauses joined with one another 

6.12.1 There are two sentence subordination types: 

a. Sentence embedded as a relative clause 
b. Sentence embedded as a phrase 

6.12.2 Sentence Embedded as a Noun Phrase 

When a clause is embedded as a Noun Phrase the matrix sentence verb 
takes dhakii: (in free variation with dhaigu) as the embedding marker. 
The embedded clause may be a statement, a question, a requestlorder, a 
wish, or a proposal, e.g.: 

Question Hir; jita: (Elirii kanhe woni 15) dhaka: nyana 
HirZ asked me if MIrZ would go tomorrow. 

Statement ~ i r g  jita: (Mirii kanhe woni) dhakii: dhiila 
HirZ said that Mir5 would go tomorrow. 

Wish ~ i r g  jita: (MirZ mawoye ma) dhakii: dhiila 
HirZ said to me that Mir5 might as well not come. 

Request Hir; jita: (lihs wone nu) dhakii: dhiila 
HirZ proposed me to return. 



6 , 1 2 . 3  The c l a u s e  embeddec! a s  a n  NP can occupy any p o s i t i o n  i n  t l ,e  matr ix  
t h a t  a n  NP n o m l l y  occupies .  However, i t  cannct  t ake  cast 

markers nor  can i t  t a k e  p o s t p o s i t i o n s  fo l lowing  i t .  End-posit ion of  
NPs i s  a l s o  r a r e .  

6 .12 .4  Sentence Embedded a s  a n  Adjec t ive  Phrase 

The nomina l i zc rv  -mha, - -&, and -e f u n c t i o n  a s  enbedding markers in 
c l a u s e s  embedded a s  a d j e c t i v e  p h r a s e s ,  c . g . :  

mhiga: phinHgu 11 
t h e  garment worn yes te rday  

mhiga: hayamha k h i c 5  
t h e  dog brought  y e s t e r d a y  

mhiga: j 6 p i :  khiita 
t h e  t h i e v e s  caught  yes te rday  

6 . 1 2 . 4 . 1  Embedded a d j e c t i v e  p h r a s e s  do n o t  occur  p r e d i c a t i v e l y .  

6.12.5 Sentence Embedded a s  a n  Adverb Phrase  

Clauses  embedded a s  Adverb Phrase  a r e  conrlected by v a r i o u s  embedding 
markers which are e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  s u f f i x e d  t o  t h e  ve rb  a s  post-verbal  
p a r t i c l e s  o r  simply f o l l o w  t h e  ve rb .  Some of these  markers a r e :  

j i m i  ka l i i  wola dhii:s5 j i  woye makhu -- 
I f  my w i f e  came I w i l l  n o t  come. 

j i m i  k a l 5  wo:& j i  woye maphuta 
A s  my w i f e  came I could no t  come. 

j i m i  k a l 5  wosg j i  woye 
I w i l l  come K e n  i f  my w i f e  comes. 

j i m i  k a l 5  woiba le  j i  woye 
I w i l l  come when my w i f e  comes. 

j i m i  ka lZ  woikhunhu j i woye 
I w i l l  come on t h e  day my w i f e  comes. 

j i m i  k a l 5  wola k i  j i woye 
I w i l l  come a s  s o o n  a s  my w i f e  comes. 

These a d v e r b i a l  p h r a s e s  cannot occur  a t  t h e  end-posi t ion oi t h e  matr ix  
sen tence .  

6.12.6 Sentence  Embedded a s  R e l a t i v e  Clause  

The embedded r e l a t i v e  c l a u s e  c o n t a i n s  a  phrase  rorrespondirlg t o  t h e  
phrase  i n  which i t  i s  embedded. The former beg ins  wi th  i n t e r r o g a t i v e s  
chu o r  gu- and t h e  l a t t e r  beg ins  wi th  i t s  demonstra t ive  cc t in terpar t  2-, - 
W-, e . g . :  - 



MirHyBke (HitZyita - chu cija ma:) wo cija du 
MfrH has that thing which Rita needs. 

Miriiyake (Ritiiyata 8uli dhebii ma:) - uli dhebii du 
MIrZ has as much money as Rita needs. 

6 . 1 2 . 6 . 1  When the matrix phrase consists of a single interrogative word/~hrase 
chu-/=- the relative cl-ause may consist of a single word demonstrative - 
counterpart, e.g.: 

MirZiyHke RitZyZta - chu ma: - wo du 
Rita has what MIrZ needs. 

MIrZyake RitZyata fiuli ma: - uli du 
MirZ has as much as Rita needs. 

6.12.6.2 Relative clauses may be further "down graded" or subordinated as 
postpositional phrases. Such phrases end in 

-ti if the relativization is quantitative 
-thE if the relativization is qualitative 
-mha if the relativization is identificatory 
-gu 

Examples : 

MirZyHke RitZyZke ti dheba madu 
MirH does not have as much money as Rita has. 

PlirZ RitathE bi: lZka wosa: pune masa: 
MirZ does not know dressing as wel.1. as RitZ does. 

MIrZyZke RitZygta m5:mha cyo madu 
MirZ does not have the kind of servant Rita needs. 

ElIrZyZke RitHyZta m5:gu saphu: madu 
Mira does not have the book Rita needs. 

6 . 1 2 . 6 . 3  Relative clauses can be extraposed to the initial position of the 
matrix sentence, e.g.: 

MirZyZta chu saphu: ITG: RitiyZike du 
The book which is needed by MirZ is with Rita. 

MrrayZta mi:gu saphu: RitiiyZke du 
The book which is needed by MirZ is with Rita. 

6 . 1 2 . 6 . 4  Relative clauses can also be transposed to the end of the matrix 
sentence provided that they begin with interrogative pronoun/ 
adjectiveladverb, e.g.: 



~ i t i y a k e  wo saphu: du pugu MirHyiita 6: 
Rita has  t h a t  book which Miri needs. 

wo saphu: RitHyiike du gugu MirHyita m i :  

H i t i  u l i  b i : l l  maju: g u l i  MXrL bi : l i i  
R i t a  i s  not  a s  b e a u t i f u l  a s  K i r i  is. 

u l i  ta:mi R i t a  maju: g u l i  MFrH ju: 
R i t H  i s  no t  a s  r i c h  a s  Mir5 is .  

6.13 Clause Coordination 

Two o r  more c l auses  i n  Newari can be joined by the  fol lowing 
coordinat ing conjunct ions:  

wo (and) ,  k i . .  . k i  ( e i t h e r . .  . o r ) ,  na.. .na (ne i the r . .  .nor ) ,  k i  ( o r ) ,  
k i  ( i f ) ,  s 5  ( i f ) ,  jaka (only i f ) ,  sz (even i f ) ,  li ( f o r ) ,  nH (a l so :  
eve:), t a l e  ( a s  long a s ) ,  baru ( r a t h e r ) ,  a l e  ( then) ,  aesii ( t hen ) ,  
aesa (even then)  

a .  RSm banae: wona 
Riim went t o  f o r e s t .  

Lakgman banae: wona 
Lak?man went t o  f o r e s t .  

RSm wo Lakqman banae: wona 
E m  and Lak~man went t o  f o r e s t .  

b.  R i t H  thHii woi 
R i t i  w i l l  come today. 

Ri tS  kanhe woi 
R i t H  w i l l  come tomorrow. 

R i t i  k i  thi i i  k i  kanhe woi 
R i t i  will comr today  o r  tomorrow. 

c .  ~ i t s  woita  naki :  
R i t 5  w i l l  feed him. 

~ i t z  woita  tofiki: 
Rita w i l l  g ive  him t o  dr ink .  

~ i t g  woita  na naki :  ne tofiki: 
R i t Z  w i l l  n x t h e r  feed him nor give him a dr ink.  



d. R i t a  t h l 5  woi 

Rita kanhe woi 

R i t a  t h Z i  k i  kanhe woi 
R i t a  w i l l  come today o r  tomorrow. 

R i t a  maphuta 

R i t a  j y 5  y 5 t a  k i  maphuta 
I f  R i t a  workedThe  becomes unwel l .  

f .  ~ i t g :  j y ~  maya: 
R i t 5  does  n o t  work. 

R i t a  ta :mi  j u l a  
R i t a  became r i c h .  

R i t a  j y a  ma yiisg ta :mi  j u l a  
R i t a  become r i c h  even though she  does  n o t  work. 

R i t z y 5  naye madu 

~ i t z :  j y 5  mayas5 naye madu 
If R i t a  does  n o t  work she  cannot  e a t .  

R i t a y a  naye du 

Rit5yZ j y 5  y i : s 5  j a k a  naye du 
R i t a  h a s  (something) t o  e a t  on ly  if s h e  works. 

~ i t g  b:: l5ka  j y a  yaguix  a p a s i y a  ya :  
R i t a  is l i k e d  by manyTecause  she  works w e l l .  

k.  R i t a  dena 

MIrZ dena 

R i t a  d y i :  t a l e  M T r 5  dena (verb  i s  s t a t i v i z e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  
c l a u s e )  
Mir5 s l e p t  a s  long  a s  R i t a  d i d .  



1. ~ i r i :  na l a  

w6: mana: 

 MI^:: na la  baru wz: mana: 
M i r H  e a t  b u t l r a t h e r  he d id  not .  

m. R i t a  wola 

wo wola 

R i t H  wola a l e  wo wola - 
R i t Z  came then he came. 

n. R i t Z  wola 

wo mawo: 

R i t Z  wola a e s i  wo mawot 

o. wB wola 

j 5 k i  dani :  

w5 wola dhH:s5 j a k i  dani :  
If i t  r a i n s  t h e  r i c e  w i l l  be cheap. 

6.13.1 Coordination i s  mostly of two c l auses  although with some conjunct ions 
such a s  k i  ... k i ,  E... - na,  - k i ,  more c lauses  can be combined by repea t ing  
the conjunct ions a s  many times. 

6.13.2 In  educated speech, n a t i v e  coordinat ing conjunctions such a s  e r e  
f requent ly  s u b s t i t u t e d  by loans such a s  t a r a ,  yadi ,  yadyapi. 

6.13.3 Clauses i n  succession with no over t  conjunction where a l l  but  t he  l a s t  
one have an inconclueive tone can be c i t e d  a s  examples of "minimal 
conjoining" . 

R i t E  dena M i r Z  dana 
R i t a  s l e p t  MirE got  up. 

dew2 b i l a  dews kZla 
God gave God took. 

6.14 Causa t iv iza t ion  

6.14.1 In the  Newari language the  causa t ive  form of a root/compound verb is  
near ly  r egu la r ly  p red ic t ab le  on the  b a s i s  of 

i. morphological c l a s s  of t he  verb 
ii. the  vowel of the  f i n a l  s y l l a b l e  of t h e  root/stem 



6.14.2 The causative form for each of the five classes of Newari verb is 
predictable from the vowel of the final syllable of the root/stem. 

Class I i i:k Class I1 i ik 
e e:k a Zk 
a a:k a aek 
0 o:k 0 ok 
u u:k u uk 

Class I11 i i:k Class V p pak 
e e:k t tak 
5 iek k kak 

Class IV a aek 
o oek 
u uik 

6.14.3 Historically, these forms have developed from the causative suffix 
ca-ke, ta-ke>ke/ye-ke/i:-ke 

6.14.4 Ghat is of more significance for a Tibeto-Burman comparativist is the 
survival in the Newari verbs of a different, and perhaps a far 
primitive device, of constructing causative. This device has been 
called suppletive causative by most students of the language. 

6.14.5 Newari has preserved some pairs of verbs in which the devoicing and 
aspiration of the voiced unaspirated simple verb form gives its 
causative counterpart. (See the list on the next page) 

6.14.6 The list is, not only an example of coexistent devices for forming 
causatives in Newari, but also an evidence of different layers uf  
grammatical apparatus from different historical stages of the language. 

6.14.7 Shafer (1466), Benedict (1972). and Matisoff (1976) posited a Proto-TB 
sibilant prefix *s-. Benedict (1972:105-8), and Matisoff (1976: 415ff) 
suggest that "proto-prefixing affects voicing, aspiration, and/or 
tone." 

6.14.8 "There is convincing evidence for a Proto-TB sibilant prefix *s- that 
functioned along a broad spectrum in the causative domain as 
intensifier, directionalizer, transitivizer, causativizer of the verbal 
idea." (Matisoff, 1976: 416) 

6.14.9 Although modern Newari has not preserved any trace of "prefixes" the 
following list of simplex and causative pair of verbs nearly 
conclusively proves that at one stage Newari was a language with 
prefixes. The loss of the Proto TB sibilant *s- is evident in the 
survival of Newari suppletive causatives. 



Simplex Form Gloss  

gu-Ye 
gy ;-ye 
b6-ye 
dy5-ye 
bo1.-e 
dun-e 
dan-e 
jyal-e 
j o-ye 
ta-jyH-ye 
ko- j i-ye 
IwZka-jy5-ye 
ta-j Z-ye 
ya-gh-ye 
ho-gan-e 
to-du-ye 
to-dul-e 
byan-e 
ca-bu-ye 
ko-ba-ye 
cir i-b5-ye 
biku-dal-e 
li- j yi -ye  
@-ye 
kuca-dal-e 
cu-dan-e 
pi-dan-e 
luku-bi-ye 
le-dan-e 
pwa-gan-e 

t o  be t o r n  
t o  be a f r a i d  
t o  b e  s e p a r a t e  
t o  l o s e  (money) 
t o  p e e l  o f f  
t o  c o l l a p s e  
t o  s t a n d  up 
t o  e rode  
t o  l e a k  
t o  be  broken 
t o  b e  decided 
t o  be mixed 
t o  become t a l l  
t o  be hanged 
t o  be p i e r c e d  
t o  be  broken 
t o  be broken 
t o  become loose  
t o  be  snapped 
t o  jump 
t o  b e  s p l i t  
t o  be  broken i n  two p i e c e s  
t o  r e t r e a t  
t o  glow 
t o  be  broken i n t o  s n ~ a l l  p i e c e s  
t o  be pu lve r ized  
t o  come ou t  
t o  d i s a p p e a r  
t o  f l o a t  
t o  have a h o l e  

khu-ye 
khy 5-ye 
plia-ye 
thyii-ye 
pol-e 
t l~un-e 
therr-e 
chyal-c 
cho-ye 
ta-chyii-ye 
ko-chi-ye 
lwiika-chyi-yc 
la-chi-ye 
ya-khi-ye 
he-khan-e 
to-thu-ye 
to- thul-e  
phyan-e 
ca-phu-ye 
ko-pha-ye 
c i r i -ph i -ye  
hiiku-thal-e 
li-chyii-ye 
khw5-ye 
kuci-thal-e 
cu-t han-e 
pi-than-e 
luku-phi-ye 
1 e-than-e 
pw5-khan-e 

6.15 E v e n t i v i z a t i o n  and S t a t i v i z a t i o n  

An e v e n t i v e  v e r b  form i n  Newari i s  orle t h o t  i s  used i n  n a r r a t i n g  e v e n t s  
whereas a s t a t i v e  v e r b  i s  an a d j e c t i v e - l i k e  d e s c r i p t i v e  verh .  
D e s c r i p t i v e  c o n c e p t s  such a s  ' b i g ' ,  ' c o l d '  and 'heavy'  a r e  expressed a s  
l e x i c a l  v e r b s  which caq be used a s  a t t r i b u t i v e  a d j e c t i v e s  a f t e r  
s u f f i x i n g  t h e  n o m i n a l i z e r s  -=, - h a ,  - o r  -& a s  t h e  c a s e  m y  be.  For 
example : 

wo l i k i  b i :  15 : S t a t i v e  
That shoe i s  l o v e l y  

wo l i k i  b i : l H t a  
That shoe became l o v e l y  Event i v e  

wo b i :  1Hgu l a k g  Nominalized A t t r i b u t i v e  
That l o v e l y  shoe 



\JIlen a s t a t i v e  verb  i s  changed t o  i t s  corresponding e v e n t i v e  form i t  
r e s u l t s  i n  t h e  meaning "became x". Thus: 

jZi bu: jii b u t a  
The r i c e  i s  cooked. Thc r i c e  became cooked. 

MZrayi j yZ thZku MlriyH jyii thi ikula 
b l i r i ' s  w ~ r k  i s  d i f f i c u l t .  M I r i ' s  work became d i f f i c u l t .  

6 .15 .1  I t  shou ld ,  however, be noted t h a t  v e r b s  d i f f e r  i n  t h e i r  der ived 
meanings depending upon whether a ve rb  i s  a s t a t e  o r  an  even t  s e t  verb.  
The s t a t e  form of  a s t a t e  s e t  v e r b  deno tes  n s imple  s t a t e ,  e . g . :  

Miriiyii j y 5  thaku S t a t e  form of a S t a t e  S e t  Verb 

The Sca te  form of an Event s e t  herb deno tcs  an  h a b i t u a l  a c t i o n ,  e . g . :  

w8 l i 3  pa :  S t a t e  form of an  Event S e t  Verb 
He u s u a l l y  c u t s  meat.  

The Event form of  a S t a t e  s e t  v e r b  d e n o t e s  a r r i v a l  i n  a s t a t e :  

ji3 b u t a  Event form of n S t a t e  S e t  Verb 
PIirZyZ jyii t h a k u l a  

The Event form of a n  Everit s e t  ve rb  deno tes  a s imple  even t  i n  p a s t  
t ime ,  e .g . :  

w6 j i  t h u l a  
He cooked r i c e .  

wb l i i  pHla 
He c u t  t h e  meat.  

6.16 Zero Anaphora 

Pronouns ( o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i v e  ones)  can be  o p t i o n a l l y  d e l e t e d  
i f  t h e  grammatical  o r  s i t u a t i o n a l  c o n t e x t  makes t h e  r e f e r e n c e  obvious 
t o  t h e  l i s t e n e r ,  e .g . :  

(cha)  g a b a l e  woya 
When d i d  (you) come? 

j i  mawotale cha ( j i t a : )  p i y 5  c6  
Wait ( f o r  me) a s  long  a s  1 do no t  come. 

( j i )  chu yZye ( j i )  abu jwigu ( j i g u )  knrmae: madu 
What can ( J )  do s i n c e  ( I )  cannot  be  a f a t h e r  by (my) karma? 

(ct12) phusii (ch5) ( j i t a : )  n i t ak i i  d i  tyaye  byu 
I f  (you) can,  l e n d  ( m e )  two r u p e e s .  

(anla) chu ( j i )  chako soye 
What i s  ( t h a t )  may ( I )  s e e  once? 



6 . 1 7  Sentence k d i f  i e r s  and I n i t i a t o r s  

In co l loqu ia l  Newart t he re  a r e  somc sentence i n i t i a t o r s .  ~ o r m a l l y ,  
they l i e  o u t s i d e  t he  propoai t iona l  core  of tlie sentence. tiom of  t t t e ~ ; ~  
elements merely i n i t i a t e  a sentence aa E kind of l i nk  i n  diecourse 
chain whereas o t h e r s  a r e  modi f ie rs  of t he  sentence i n  which they come, 
e.g.: 

15 : s Z  (probably) 
nhy5gus8 (anyway, neve r the l e s s )  
ukZi/akC (so,  t h e r e t o r e )  
a l e  ( then)  
phus5 ( i f  pos s ib l e ;  i f  ab l c )  
jyu:sZ ( i f  p o s s i b l e l i f  permit ted)  
aeju:sZ ( i n  t h a t  ca se ) ;  ae ju : sS  (even tl~ough t h a t  is the  case)  
dhathe dhiiyegu kha:sii ( t o  t e l l  tlle t r u t h ,  i~ f a c t )  
khl chu dh5:sS ( t h e  f a c t  i s )  
kha 11 (though) 
kha t u  (though) 
kha j 5  (though) 

6.18 Quotative Statement 

Whenever t h e  quo ta t i ve  p s r t i c l e  h5 i s  used a t  t he  end of  a statement i t  
expresses  e i t h e r  a  shared b e l i e f o r  a  rumour, e.g. : 

woy5 k a l a  payena wona hZ 
It i s  said/rumoured t h a t  h i s  wi fe  has  eloped. 

pwathae: dumha m i s s  mastaeta h5cze51a dhaewo a r h I  chai  hit 
I t  i s  be l ieved  t h a t  when a  pregnant woman crosses  over ch i ldren  they 
become unwell. 

6.19 Exclamation 

Native exclamatory express ions  and p a r t i c l e s  a r e  few. In co l loquia l  
Newari t h e  more f requent  ones a r e :  

che (disapproval)  
c h i  (disapproval)  
yo&, y o d s 5  ( su rp r i s e )  
ahH (apprec ia t ion)  
ayyH, Gpu, Zppu, Z t tha ,  ZppZ (pain,  t i r ednes s ,  inflammation) 
ayyimii 

The fol lowing loan expressions a r e  very common even i n  uneducated 
speech : 

dhikkiir (disapproval ,  cu r se ) ,  hare  r5ma/shiva/n~r~~ana/bhagaw5n 
( lamentat ion) ,  shyEb5s (congra t u l a t  ions/compliment) 



6.19.1 Each of these expressions, native as well as loans, can form a sentence 
on its orm. Each of them can also initiate a sentence which may be 
declarative, question, command, request, a wish or simply an 
exclamation. 

6.20 Emphasis - 

An element in a Newari sentence can be emphasized in five ways: 

a .  By adding an emphatic particle 
b. By changing the verb from eventive to stative form 
c. By adding affix -& to a verb 
d. By thematizing 
e. By embedding and reordering 

6.20.1 By adding the emphatic particle - he: 

chP: (he) jita: (he) pyiikhl (he) kene (he) mi: /ma he ma: 
You to me cinema to show necessary 
kou have to show ne a cinema. 

Kim kanhe mhiti 
Ram will play tomorrow. 

Ram kanhe mhi he mhiti 
Ram will definitely play tomorrow. 

Some other emphatic particles of native origins are: 

nl (also), jaka (only), 12 (additive), re (persuasive), ka 
(assertive), ni (sequential emphasis) 

wo ni wona 
he (sequential emphasis) go+past disjunct 
He was the one to go. 

wo nl wona 
He too went. 

wo jaka wona 
He alone went. 

wo 15 wona 
As for him, he went. 

wone nu re 
Let us go, please. (emphasis) 

ji wone kZ 
I will go. 

f . . i0.2 By changing the event form of the verb into the state form: 

Ritii mhiga: wola Rita mhiga: wo: 
Rita came yesterday. Rita did come yesterday. 



6.20.3 By adding -=to a verb: 

RitH tale du 
Rita is upstairs. 

Rita tale dugu 
RitH - is upstairs. 

RitH mhiga: mhitala 
RitH played yesterday. 

RitH mhiga: mhitugu 
RitB did play yesterday. 

6.20.4 By thematizing: 

When the unmarked order of a sentence is changed the element occupying 
the sentence initial position (theme) gets emphasized, e.g.: 

Rita tale du Rita is upstairs -- 'RitH' is the theme 
tale RitH du Rita is upstairs -- 'upstairs' is the 

theme 

Rit; MIriyata dhebH bila 
Rita gave money to MirH. 

Miriyata ~ i t g  dhebi bile (Indirect Object focus) 

dhebH Rit: MirHyZta bila (Direct Object focus) 

6.20.5 By Embedding and Reordering 

An element in a sentence can be emphasized by putting the clement 
towards the end of the sentence followed by an optional emphatic 
particle he and an obligatory copula kha:, and by rcducing the rest of 
the sentence to an embedded sentence connected by tllr nominalizer -=, 
e.g. : 

Rit; mhiga : MIrHyBta dBla 
RitB beat MIrZ yesterday. 

~ i t g  mhiga: dH:gu MFrayHta kha: (Patient Emphasized) 
Rit: MIrHyBta dH:gu mhiga: he kha: (Site Emphasized) 
mhiga: MirHyBta dH:gu Rit; he kha: (Agent Emphasized) 
mhiga: MIrZyHta dZ:mha Rita he kha: (Unmarked Agent Emphasized) 

6.21 Ergativity and the Notion of 'Sublect' in Newari 

6.21.1 Newari has been characterized as an "actor-undergoer" language rather 
than a "subject-object" language such as English (Hale and Matters, 
1973: 192-194). Not all Newari clauses seem to require the presence of 
a subject. A number of case frames other than marked agentive or 
unmarked nominative occupy the sentence initial position -- the 



pos i t i on  normally occupied by a  ' sub jec t ' .  These nouns o r  noun phrases 
do not  r equ i r e  concord with t he  verb. Only when a c t o r s  o r  agents  a r e  
presen t  t h e r e  is  verb concord. So t h e  verb i s  'governed', no t  by the 
sub jec t ,  but  only by the  agent o r  ac to r .  In  sentences with no a c t o r s  
o r  agents ,  t he  verb i s  i n  'impersonal form',  occurr ing only i n  the  
d i s junc t  form ( the  -a form). Because t h e  func t ions  of a  sub j ec t  a r e  
performed i n  Newari by a v a r i e t y  of case forms such a s  gen i t i ve  and 
l o c a t i v e  which would not  normally be c a l l e d  a  sub jec t  i n  any language, 
i t  has  been suggested t h a t  " the no t ion  of sub j ec t  probably i s n ' t  needed 
a t  a l l " .  (Hale and Watters,  1973: 194) 

Newari has  a l s o  been charac te r ized  a s  an e r g a t i v e  language (KBlver, 
1976). In  i ts  r e s t r i c t e d  and o r i g i n a l  sense a  language was ca l l ed  
e r g a t i v e  " i f  i t  possessed over t  case markings on i t s  N P s ,  such t h a t  t he  
ob j ec t  of a  t r a n s i t i v e  verb was marked t h e  same way a s  t h e  sub jec t  of 
an i n t r a n s i t i v e  verb -- these  being viewed a s  i n a c t i v e  o r  i ne f f i cac ious  
p a t i e n t s  with respec t  t o  t he  ve rba l  event  -- while  t h e  sub jec t  of a 
t r a n s i t i v e  verb was marked d i f f e r e n t l y ,  a s  an a c t i v e ,  e f f i c a c i o u s  
e r g a t i v e  (from Greek e r g a t e s  'worker') en t i t y . "  (Matisoff ,  1976:422). 

Newari i s  an e r g a t i v e  language i n  t he  sense t h a t  t he  sub jec t  of a  
Newari t r a n s i t i v e ,  o r  b i t r a n s i t i v e ,  o r  causa t ive  verb is  ove r t l y  
marked. The ob jec t  of such a  verb may o r  may not  be marked, depending 
upon whether i t  is  a  d i r e c t  o r  i n d i r e c t  ob j ec t .  Secondly, Newari 
t r a n s i t i v e  ob j ec t  is o f t e n  marked (or  unmarked) i n  t he  same way a s  the  
i n t r a n s i t i v e  subjec t  ( f o r  f u r t h e r  d i scuss ion  of Newari e r g a t i v i t y ,  see 
Nagano, forthcoming). 
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